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TREATISE, &c. 


LL profeſſed Chriſtians, bow much ſo- 

ever they have differed in their opinion of 
our Saviour's perſonal character, have in every 
age been generally agreed in bearing their teſ- 
timony, to what may be called his gfficial or 
 deputed character ;—viz. that he was an extra- 
ordinary and divine meſſenger, a prophet and 
teacher ſent from heaven, the one Mediator and 
Lord, the Redeemer, the Saviour, and the ap- 
pointed Fudge of mankind ; or, in other words, 
his ſingular titles. and high appointments, as 
the promiſed Maſſiab, have been univerſally ac- 
| knowledged by all Chritians of every denomi- 
nation. 


And yet there are, and have been many, 
who, not ſatisfied with that plain and clear re- 
velation which God hath given us, have, in 
their common and uſual way of interpreting 
ſcripture, put a moſt improper and abſurd ſenſe 
upon it, as might be eaſily ſhewn in manifold 
inſtances, wherein they have applied the pecu- 
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4 Application of certain Terms 

liar attributes of Deity to the Man Chriſt Je- 
ſus, hereby making him, if not the ſame nu- 
merical being, yet equal to him in nature and eſ- 
ſence, in eternity, power and glory, —or (which 
is a manifeſt and glaring abſurdity) in thoſe per- 
fections which are, ſtrictly ſpeaking, incommu- 


nicable, and appropriate to the Father alone, the 


one living and true God, 

I might here quote ſeveral texts of ſcripture 
that have been thus perverted or miſapplied, by 
many writers on this ſubject, who have either 
aſcribed true and proper Deity to Jeſus Chriſt, 
or (which amounts to the ſame thing) ſuch at- 
tributes and perfections as can belong to none 
but Fehovah, chat one God and Father of the 


_ univerſe, who is juſtly diſtinguiſhed in our com- 


mon creed, as the Father Almighty, the maker 
of heaven and earth,—But, as it would be of 
little uſe or moment to recite at large thoſe 
texts which have often had this unnatural and 
forced ſenſe put upon them, I ſhall only obſerve, 
that many divines have darkened and diſguiſed 
the truth by obſcure phraſes, and terms of their 
own invention; or, they have multiplied words 
without knowledge ;—or, without any clear and 
Fixed ideas; and, by the affected jargon of ſchool. 
divinity, have taken a great deal of pains, if I 
may ſo ſpeak, to puzzle and perplex ſome of 
the plaineſt doctrines of _ New Teſtament, 

} * 


and EpITHRETS 0 IEsus ChRisr. 5 


by throwing a cloud of darkneſs over them, 
and ſubſtituting myſtery in the room of reaſon 
and common ſenſe. | 

I ſhall inſtance, in the words, coequal, coeſ- 
ſential, coeternal, and the like, and appeal to 
any common underſtanding, whether it be poſ- 
ſible to apply ſuch terms and epithets as theſe 
to Jeſus Chriſt, either with any preciſion or 
propriety. Nay, theſe and ſuch like terms, 
when thus applied, are not only improper and 
unſcriptural, but quite unmeaning and abſurd ; 
it being impoſſible for the mind of man to form 
any, the leaſt conception of them. Cagęſſence 
and coeguality are a contradiction in terms; or, 
to ſay that Chriſt is equal to God in nature 
and eſſence, is the ſame as to ſay, that he is not 
the Son of God, but the Father himſelf, the 
one living and true God. For, if the eſſence 
be the ſame, all the eſſential perfections, know- 
ledge, power, eternity, and all the other attri- 
butes of deity muſt be the /ame, and not equal. 
I cannot think, that our bleſſed Saviour (what- 
ſoever ſome expoſitors and preachers have 
weakly imagined, and certain creeds and ſym- 
bols have taught) was ever ſent into the world, 
to teach any ſuch doctrine as that of his coegua- 
lity with the Father. The very contrary ſhould 
appear from all the accounts given us by the 
inſpired writers. But, as ſome have taught and 


_ [ A 3 J argued 
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argued otherwiſe, and have put a different con- 
ſtruction upon many paſſages of ſcripture, let 
us enquire a little into this matter, and fee, in 
the firſt place, whether the ſcriptures do afford 
us any clear, ſatisfactory evidence and proof of 
this point; and then let us attend, in the next 
place, to ſuch arguments as the obvious dic- 
tates of reaſon will naturally 1 to us in 
the preſent enquiry. c 
Firſt, we are to enquire, upon what Binds 
tion the doctrine of our Saviour's coeguality 
ſtands; or, rather, whether there be any foun- 
dation at all for it in the ſcriptures which have 
been alledged to that purpoſe. This has been 
a controverted point, ſome holding and others 
denying it, and both have appealed to the 
ſame ſcriptures as the teſt and ſtandard of truth; 
but, as two contradictory propoſitions cannot 
be both true, lo it is certain, that the revela- 
tions of God, who is the fountain of truth, 
can never be ſuppoſed to claſh with one another. 
Many writers of a reputable: and worthy cha- 
racter would have it, that Chrift himſelf ned, 
or at leaſt did not deny his equality with God “. 
| Nay, 
* Amongſt many others, Mr. Flavel, Mr. Henry,” Mr. 
Boyſe of Dublin. And even Dr. Claget and Dr. Clarke, 
were very far from being clear in' this matter. See Dr, 
Claget's Paraphraſe and Notes on John v. 183 as likewiſe 


Dr. Clarke's Script. Dot. N. 580. It may not therefore 
| | be 


and Erirusrs of Jesus ChEIST. 7 
Nay, ſome have pleaded for an abſolute and 


perfect equality, or rather a perſonal identity; 


and have endeavoured to ſupport their opinion 
upon ſome hiſtorical paſſages recorded in the 
goſpels. Many things have been likewiſe urged 
from the apoſtolic epiſtolary writings to the ſame 
_ purpoſe, which have been noticed and conſi- 
dered by different writers. But I ſhall confine 
_ myſelf at preſent to the four evangelifts, who 
have ſeverally wrote the hiſtory of our Saviour's 
life; and eſpecially, as ſome perſons have laid 
the greateſt ſtreſs upon it, and drawn, I think, 
very haſty and wrong concluſions from it, not 
attending, as they ought, to the occaſion and 
circumſtances of the narrative, and the drift 
of our Saviour's reaſoning. 

Thus—becauſe he waved giving any direct 
anſwer to the Fewws, who laid it to his charge, 


that he made himſelf equal with God, and did 
not expreſsly deny, or diſown the truth of the 


accuſation, they have concluded, that he ac- 


quieſced in it, but, I think, without any juſt or 


clear foundation; for, where does it appear, 
that the plain ſimple hiſtory of facts, recorded 
in the goſpels concerning Chriſt, has the leaſt 


be thought improper to conſider this point, and ſpend ſome _ 


free thoughts upon it; as it may tend, in ſome meaſure, 
to ſet che true dearine and hiſtory of our Saviour in a 
_ juſt light. | 
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8 Application of certain TERMs 

tendency to lead us into any ſuch notions con- 
cerning him? Or, where does our Saviour him- 
ſelf ſay, or hint any thing, in his repeated con- 


' ferences with the Scribes and Phariſees, and 
; Jewiſh doctors, that can be fairly interpreted to 


ſuch a meaning,—or ſo as to favour any ſuch 
doctrine as that of his coequality with the 
Father? His enemies, the Jes, very unjuſtly 
charged it upon him, that he violated the law 
of the ſabbath in many and repeated inſtances, — 
that he either did, or connived at the doing of 
many things that were contrary to the rites and 
cuſtoms of Moſes ; and, in particular, that he 
made himſelf equal with God, and invaded the 
divine prerogative, in pretending to have power 
to forgive ſins. But where, I ſay, does it ap- 
pear, that. he ever yielded to the truth and juſ- 
tice of any ſuch charge? The very contrary, 
as I faid, evidently appears throughout the 
whole evangelical hiſtory, and is no leſs agreea- 
ble and conſonant to the whole doctrine and te- 
nor of the New Teſtament. 

Jeſus, our divine maſter and lawgiver, was 
charged at leaſt three times with h aſphemy, for 
pretending to forgive fins; for aſſuming to 
himſelf the power and authority of God, and 
aſpiring to an equality with him ;—a charge that 
was utterly falſe and groundleſs, and the appa- 
rent fruit of Jewiſh ignorance and prejudice: 

| for 


ana EetTreTs of Jesvs CuRIsr. 9 
for he never ſaid that he was God, or equal 
with God, during the whole courſe of his mi- 
niſtry ; but he only ſaid, that he was the Son of 
God; and this he not only freely owned and 
acknowledged, but even juſtified himſelf upon 
the ſuppoſition, that, if he had ſaid he was 
God, that would by no means make good their 
charge of blaſphemy againſt him; for even 
judges and magiſtrates, he obſerves, were, in 
' reſpect to effice and title, ſo called under the 
Jewiſh law *, And ſurely, if Jeſus was ſanctified 
and ſent into the world by the Father upon an 
extraordinary meſſage, he might upon that ac- 
count be called God, or the Son of God, without 
being guilty of blaſphemy. In this manner 
did our Saviour very ſtrongly and fairly argue 
with them. Say ye of him, whom the Father 
hath ſanctified and ſent into the world, thou 
blaſphemeſt, becauſe I ſaid, T1 am the Sou of 
Cod? q. d. © If the ſcripture itſelf calls ordinary 
magiſtrates Gods, only becauſe they are in the 
place. of God, to judge and rule his people; 
how much more unreaſonable is it, in you, to 
accuſe me of blaſphemy for calling myſelf the 
Son of God, who have a much nearer relation to 
God than any earthly magiſtrate ever had, and 
am ſent into the world upon a much more ex- 


* See John x. 34. 5, 6. comp. Exod, xxii. 28. Pal. 
Ixxxii. 6. —Ixxxvi. S.—xcvii. 7, 


traordinary 
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10 Application of certain TERAM + 
traordinary occaſion, with other authority, wich 
other powers, and with other teſtimonies of my 
divine commiſſion, than ever were yon to my 
temporal ruler or judge??? 

The Jews accuſed him of ſaying, that God 
was his Father, [Tr#z die] his own Father, or 
Bis in a peculiar ſenſe, wherein he was not their 
Father; (for ſo they ſeemed to underſtand him) 
as if he excluded them, and all others from 
ftanding in the /ame near and like relation to 
him. From his ſaying, my Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work; they drew this invidi- 
ous inference, that he made himſelf equal with 
God. And this, as the evangeliſt relates, was 
what enraged them as much or more than his 
breaking the ſabbath, to which they paid a moſt 
ſuperſtitious obſervance; Jobn v. 18. But 
what did our Saviour reply to this inſolent and 
unjuſt charge? Does he anſwer in the manner 
it might have been expected, from one who was 
fent into the world to teach and confirm the doc- 
trine of his coeqguality with God? No: but it is 
plain from the context, that he rather diſowned 
or denied it, and that his anſwer contains in it 
many things wholly inconſiſtent with it. When 
he called God his Father, did he aſſert any thing 
but what was ſtrialy true? Or, how did his 
ſaying, that he was the Son of God, in a more 
eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſenſe than other men, 

prove 


£4 ct 


and Eprrhgrs of Jrsus CHRIST. 11 
prove that he made himſelf equal with God? 
Such a charge or innuendo as this was very ma- 
licious, as well as utterly falſe and groundleſs; 
and thoſe, I am perſuaded, muſt put a very 
wrong and forced conſtruction upon this as well 
as other paſſages of ſcripture, who would draw 

from it any fuch concluſion. _—_ 
It may be ſaid, indeed, that their als of 
blaſphemy againſt him, appears, at leaſt, to 
have been well grounded; that is, upon his pre- 
tending to forgive ſins, as well as to heal diſ- 
eaſes and work miracles. If this be a ſacred 
truth or axiom, and the divine prerogative, 
that none can forgive ſins but God alone (as it 
undoubtedly is, Iſa. xliii. 25.) was not this 
charge againſt. him well ſupported? For how 
can any man pretend to ſuch a power as this 
without making himſelf equal to God? Now, 
to this it is eaſy. to reply, (and the anſwer, I 
think, is very obvious 3) namely, that the pow- 
er which Chriſt exerted in this, and in other 
inſtances, was a deputed power, or a power 
communicated and derived from his Father, 
the one God: and, though it was urged by the 
Jews as a fpecious and plauſible argument, yet 
it carried no. manner of weight in it. The 
odious charge or accuſation was, that he made 
himſelf equal with God, But it evidently ap- 
pears, from the very way and manner in which 
f | | he 
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12 Application of certain TER! 
he vindicates himſelf, in almoſt all his diſ. 
courſes, that he never made any ſuch preten. 


ſions; ſince, on the contrary, he told them in 


plain and expreſs terms, that he did not act of 
himſelf, but received all his powers and creden- 
tials from the Father; and of this he gave the 
moſt inconteſtible evidence, by the many won- 
derful and mighty works that were done by 
him. . 
The caſe of the paralytic, which is very re- 
markable, and ſtands recorded by no leſs than 
three of the four evangeliſts, will ſet this mat- 
ter in a true light. Here we find, that the 
Jewiſh multitude, or the common people, were 
ſtrongly convinced, and ſtruck with amazement, 
on beholding that remarkable cure which our 
Saviour wrought upon this poor man. T hough 
they were extremely ignorant and depraved, 
yet when they ſaw ibis miracle, they gave glory 
to Gov. They did not aſcribe the original in- 
herent power to Jeſus of Nazareth, but to the 
God of nature, who thus bore teſtimony to his 
being the true Meſſiah, ſee Mat. ix. 8. Luke 
ix. 43. chap. xvii. 15—We are told, that the 
Scribes and Phariſees ſaid within themſelves, 
this man blaſphemeth, or why does this man 
| ſpeak blaſphemies, reaſoning thus within them- 
ſelves, who can forgive ſins but God only ? 
Or, where does 1 it appear, that he ever com- 
| municated 


And ErirnETS of Jesus CurIsr, 13 
municated this power abſolutely to any man ? 
He pretends: to be the Meſſiah ; and we have 
a plain law, that whoever falſely pretends to 
be a prophet, is declared worthy of death. 


How much more this man, who hath taken 


upon himſelf to be no leſs than the Son of 
God?” Now, what ſays our Saviour to this? 
Does he allow the charge to be juſt? Or does 
he give them the anſwer which ſome have done 
for him, viz. that this proved him to be a being 
of the ſame individual eſſence with God, or 
equal to him? No; he only ſays, the ſon of 
man hath power on earth to forgive, or remit 
the remporal puniſhment of ſin; aſcribing to 
himſelf that power,—nor as he was the Son of 
God, much leſs as being God, of the ſame na- 
ture and eſſence with the Father, but only as he 
was the ſon of man: he was fo far from ſubmit- 


ting to the iniquitous charge, that his words are 
rather a clear and full confutation of it. How 


does it appear from his anſwer or reply to this 
accuſation of the Jews, that he aſſumed the 
prerogative of Deity, in ſaying to the ſick man, 
thy fins be forgiven thee, as ſome, I think, 
have very raſhly and weakly ſuppoſed ? He only 


ſpake of himſelf, as one who was empowered. 


and authoriſed by God to work this, as well as 
other miracles, in proof of his heavenly cha- 


racter and miſſion, 
In 
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In the account given us of this matter, we 
read, that Jeſus, knowing their thoughts, or 
perceiving in ſpirit that they ſo reaſoned with- 
in themſelves, ſaid unto them, why reaſon ye 
theſe things, or wherefore think ye evil in your 
hearts? Why do you ſurmiſe and cheriſh ſuch 
injurious thoughts ? For, whether is it eaſier 
to ſay to the ſick of the pally, thy ſins be for- 
given thee, or to fay, ariſe, take up thy bed 
and walk, q. d. it mult evidently be the effect 
of the ſame power to do the one as the other. 
Nor would our Saviour have pretended to do 
the one, if he could not have done the other, 
He was fully perſuaded that his Father, who 
had given him full authority, a plenary power 
and commiſſion, would approve and ratify 
whatever he did in this, and other like caſes. 
For, as the ſon of man, and the ſaviour of the 


world, he had an undoubted right and power, 


even in bis preſent ſtate on earth, to forgive fin, 
as well as to cure bodily ſick neſſes and diſeaſes, — 
It ſeems to have been a common apprehenſion 
among the Jews, that bodily maladies of any 
kind were the fruit and effect of ſin, Jobn ix. 2. 
Our Saviour thereupon here lets them know, | 
that the ſame God who had given him power 
to heal the man, had given him no leſs power 
to pardon and abſolve the Auner. And this was 


What greatly exalted his character, as the pro- 


miled 
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miſed Maeſſtab, and God's well beloved Son. It 
not only argued the great and mighty power of 


God, but it did no leſs honour to the man 
| Chriſt! Jeſus, who had fuch power committed 
to him, —a power to remit the in, and to re- 
move the malady at once. | 
But, wherein does it appear, that, in his af- 
ſerting this power, he made himſelf equal with 
God? Was this an. original, independent, or in- 


herent power of his own? Or was not all his 


power, as I ſaid before, communicated and de- 
rived from the Father ? How then does his co- 


equality with the Father appear from his claim- 


ing and exerciſing ſuch power? How did he 
incur the guilt of 3/a/phemy, or of faying or 
doing any thing that did, in the leaſt, tend to 
the diſhonour' of God and religion? Did our 


Saviour aſſume to himſelf the title of the Sox of 


God in any haughty and profane manner, or in 


a derogation to the honour and glory of the one 


God, as it he equally ſhared with him in his 
divine power, and other incommunicable attri- 
butes ? Far from it; though this is what his 
enemies, the Jews, through blindneſs and pre- 
judice, alledged againſt him. 

He expreſly tells them, .I can do Sb 
of myſelf; and the works that I do in my Fa- 
ther's name, they bear witneſs of me, that 
came forth from God,” » Theſe, and ſuch like 

expreſſions, 


% 


16 Application of certain Txnus 
expreſſions, however perverſely interpreted by 
ſome, do plainly denote, that all which our Sa- 
viour ſaid, or did, was by a ſubordinate power 
and authority; — in the name of God, and for 
the glory of God. And we ſee here, that he 
gave his enemies the moſt convincing proof, 
that all his power and authority was what he 
received from the Father alone, that one God 
who worketh all in all, and is the giver of every 


good and perfect gift. All his miracles indeed 


were a kind of publick and open appeal to his 


inveterate enemies themſelves. So he tells them, 


making, as it were, a challenge and demand 


upon them, John x. 38. If I do not the works 


of my Father, believe me not; but, if I do, | 


though ye believe not me, yet believe the works, 
that ye may know and believe, that the Father 


is in me, and I in him: my Father that dwell- 
eth in me, he doth the works. | | 


Here our Saviour cleared himſelf of blaſ- 


phemy upon this ground, that he had an extra- 
ordinary commiſſion from God, and the extra- 


ordinary preſence of God with him. And he 


endeavours to eſtabliſh this aſſurance in the 
minds of his accuſers by appealing to his works. 


Whatever objection they might through preju- 


dice, or otherwiſe, take up againſt his veracity, 
ſo far as the proof of it depended merely on 
bis own word, yet the miracles which the Fa- 


= ther 
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ther enabled him to perform in his name, were 


ſuch demonſtrations of the truth of all his pre- 
tenſions, as could not be queſtioned without 


the evident guilt of oppoſing God.” — We can- 


not but plainly ſee here, that our Saviour was 
ſo far from putting himſelf upon a level with 
God, or from pretending to act as he did by an 
independent power of his own, that he aſcribes 
all to his God and Father, rejecting, (it ſhould 
ſeem, ) with a juſt degree of abhorrence and 


| indignation, t the ſpightful inſinuation of his ene- 
mies to the contrary, 


Well might he expoſtulate, a6d make that 
inn to the Scribes and Phariſees, as 
he here does in the caſe of the Paralytic: Why 
reaſon ye thus perverſely among yourſelves ? 
You ſee I have power in the one caſe, and why 
not in the other ? The cauſe and the effect are 
near a kin. He that can miraculouſly cure the 
diſeaſes of men, can likewiſe forgive the /ins of 
men: a very cloſe and pertinent anſwer to a 
very captious queſtion. What thou ſayeſt is no 
leſs than blaſphemy, ſay the Jewiſh Doctors. 
But what ſays our Saviour in return for this 
inſult and abuſe; and what could carry more 
powerful conviction with it than this cool and 
ſober reply, which is eaſier, &c? — Thus he 
aſſerted his power to forgive ſins, as well as to 
* away their penal effects. Nor could any 


B thing 
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18 Application of certain Tzxms 
thing be more in charafer, or more worthy of 
himielf. It proved, with illuſtrious evidence, 
that he was indeed what he pretended to be, 
the true Meſſiah, the Son of God, the favou- 
rite of Heaven; and this was enough to ſup- 
port every claim of honour and reſpect from his 
greateſt enemies. g | 
The truth is, our Saviour had a power given 
him, which no one elſe ever had, —a power to par- 
don and abſolve penitent ſinners, and to declare 
and publiſh the terms of mercy to mankind, 
He had a power to pronounce forgiveneſs, as 
well as to heal diſeaſes ; — a power to cure the 
body, and comfort the mind of this poor para- 
lytic. And, to evince this in the cleareſt and 
fulleſt manner, he immediately exauggd his di- 
vine power, and ſaid to the ſick of the palſy, 
Ariſe, take up thy bed and walt; which he did 
to the wonder and aſtoniſhment of all the ſpec- J 
tators. — At the ſame time that he ſaid to him, 
Thy fins be forgiven thee, he ſaid alſo, ariſe and 
walk, and go to thy houſe. He ſpoke it with the 
greateſt propriety, in the language of majeſty, 
and of mercy; and the effect was anſwerable. 
«© The man recovered, to the conviction and 
amazement of all about him. The cure was 
both inſtantaneous and compleat. While the 
words were pronouncing the cure was accom- 
pliſhed. The man was made active and ſtrong 
. | in 
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in an inſtant, He immediately roſe up before 
them, and took up his couch with ſurpriſing 
vigour and agility, and went to his houſe, aſto- 
niſhed in himſelf, and raiſing aſtoniſhment in 
all that beheld him.” The multitude, we are 
told by St. Matthew, all marvelled and glori- 
fied God, who had given ſuch power unto man; 
they all took him for a may, or one of the hu- 
man ſpecies, as we are; and therefore it might 
juſtly excite a holy awe and reverence both of 
God, and of Jeſus, who hereby proved himſelf 
to be a teacher come from God. No wonder 


they cried out as the hiſtory relates, we have 


| ſeen great things to-day, or ſuch paradoxes (ſo 
the word ſignifies) as filled us all with admira- 
tion, joy and gratitude. Or, as another of the 
Evangeliſts writes, we never ſaw it on this 


faſhion : we never beheld ſuch wonders as theſe: 


before; they are altogether new. — Such was 
the power and authority given to the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus by the Father who ſent him! And, 
as all power of every kind is derived from God, 
ſo he ſhould be glorified for every exertion of 
it, whether in the natural, or in the moral 
world, by whatever agent or inſtrument he ſees 
fit to employ ;. and, in particular, ſhould we 
bleſs and praiſe God, for thoſe ample powers 
with which he inveſted the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 

8 19 { the 
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the glorious Founder of our religion, and the 
Author of our ſalvation. 

It is remarkable, that though our Saviour's 
enemies branded him, as an impoſtor, and as 
working his miracles by a confederacy with 
Beelzebub, the prince of the devils, yet all the 
Evangeliſts repreſent him as working and acting 
by the immediate power of God. And accord- 
ingly he here ſpake (in the name of God) with a 
divine authority, and, with no leſs compaſſion, 
tenderneſs and humanity, becoming the Saviour 
of the world, and the friend of mankind, 
* Son be of good cheer—take heart, thy fins 
be forgiven thee.” Jeſus had full power given 
him to declare and pronounce the forgiveneſs of 
ſins, as well as to diſcern' who were the proper 
objects of it. And this power, I ſay, was given 
him by God; ſo that when he here ſaid to the 
ſick of the palſy, thy ſins be forgiven thee, 
ariſe—it was as much as to ſay, or the very 
ſame as if he had ſaid, in other words, © Gop 
hath forgiven thee.” It was a declaration of 
mercy and favour on God's part, and pronoun- 
ced by Jeſus Chriſt as his Father's repreſenta- 
tive. And thus—as all fin is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
committed againſt God, and a violation, of his 
holy and righteous law, ſo by him alone can it 
be pardoned or remitted, (Pla. li. 4.) Now 
this, as well as all our Saviour's other miracies, 
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was an inconteſtible proof of his having this 
power: otherwiſe he would have been juſtly 
charged with blaſphemy, .or with putting him- 
ſelf upon an equality with God, But whatever 
his enemies, the Jewiſh Scribes and Doctors 
might inſinuate, he did not aſſume an air of 
authority, without giving a ſufficient evidence 
and proof of his divine character and miſſion, 
by exerting that. power which God had given 
bim. OS] 

And, as I hinted before, it is very obſerva- 
ble, that the multitude who were preſent on 
this occaſion, were ſo ſtrongly convinced by his 


working this miraculous cure, that they glori- 


fed Gop, who had given him ſuch power, aſ- 
cribing all to the ſupreme being, or to the 


mighty power of God, and not to any finite 


being (Mat. ix. 8.)—And the ſame thing is no- 
ticed by the Evangeliſt, with reſpe& to our Sa- 
viour's other miracles, (ſee Mat. xv. 31.) The 
multitude wondered when they ſaw the dumb 
to ſpeak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to 
walk, and the blind to ſee, and they glorified 
the God of Ifracl. Though Jeſus pronounced 
the words, it was God, and he alone who gave 
life and efficacy to that command, Lazarus 
come forth, John xi. 43. and when he ſaid to 
the widow of Nain's ſon, young man, I fay unto 
thee ariſe, (Luke vii. 16.) where it is ſaid, that 
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fear came upon all, and they glorified God, 
ſaying, a great prophet is riſen up amongſt us. 
And to this purpoſe the words of St. Peter are 
very remarkable (47s x. 38.) God anointed 
Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with power; who went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppreſſed of the devil : 
for God was with him. — That is, he had his 
ſingular commiſſion from heaven, and was, 
whilſt here on eacth, demonſtrated to be the Son 
of God with power, by many great and bene- 
ficent miracles, as he afterwards was, in the 
moſt ſignal and illuſtrious manner, by his re. 
ſurrection from the dead, and his aſcenſion into 
heaven. | | 
It is readily acknowledged, that none can 
forgive fins but God, This 1s, abſolutely and 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, an unalienable prerogative, 
and proper to Deity alone; and our Saviour 
did not deny it. But this objection, however 
ſpecious, ſtood for nothing in the preſent caſe, 
and only proceeded from a contradictory and 
perverſe ſpirit. Our Saviour therefore, who 
always entered into the true ſpring and riſe of 
human actions, ſaw it in vain for him to argue 
and expoſtulate with theſe men :—but left it to 
themſelves and their own conſciences to con- 
ſider, whether it did not appear, by his mighty 
Works, that he was poſſeſt of this power at pre- 


Int; 
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ſent ; this he expreſly aſſerts; and he ſeems to 
intimate, at the ſame time, that he was after- 
| wards to poſſeſs the ſame power in a much higher 
degree, Jobn i. 51—v. 22.—Xvii. 5. comp. with 
what St. Peter ſays, A#s v. 31. He laid an un- 
_ exceptionable and juſt claim to the exerciſe of 
this power whilſt here oz earth. He had a power 
to pardon and heal, a power of life and death, 
a power to ſave and to deſtroy ; and he is now 
inveſted in the heavenly world, with a power to 
execute judgment upon all, becauſe he is the 
ſon of man, having all power and juriſdiction com- 
mitted to hmi. So he declared to the eleven diſci- 
ples after his reſurrection, ſaying, all power is giv- 
en unto me both in heaven and in earth. Mat. 
xxvili. 18, 19, 20,—Such is the honour put 
upon the man Chriſt Feſus, that God has now 
conſtituted him Lord of all, and empowered 
him to exerciſe rule and government in the 
church univerſal, that all men ſhould honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father, who 
ſent him. And all this honour and power, 1 
. ſay, was given him, as the promiſed Meſſiah, 
who, in the fulneſs of time, was born of a wo- 
man, and ſent into the world to put away fin, 
and promote the cauſe of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs. He himſelf expreſly declared, to this 
end was I born, and for this cauſe came I 
into the world, that 1 ſhould bear witneſs to 
| "LW < the 
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the truth.” The deſign of all his miraculous 
works, his healing diſeaſes of all kinds, even 
the moſt obſtinate, and of long continuance, 
was to atteſt and confirm the truth of his doc- 
trine, and hereby induce men to believe in him, 
and receive him as the Son of God, and the 
Saviour of mankind. —And, that he himſelf 
was the promiſed Meſſiah, who came into the 
world upon this errand, was what he openly 
and courageouſly profeſſed before the high 
prieſt, and all rhe council of the Jewiſh nation, 
though hey, it ſeems, made blaſphemy of it, 
and conyicted him upon his own confeſſion as 
guilty of death, ſaying, we have a law, and 
by our law he ought to die—becauſe he made 
himſelf the Son of God (Mat. xxvi. 63, 4, 5. 
John xix. 7. | 
'This is what his enemies charnnd him with ; 
and it would have been horrible blaſphemy, a 
| moſt ſevere and heavy charge indeed, if he had 
not really had his commiſſion from God, or 
that power and authority given him which he 
pretended to have. And therefore ſome have 
argued from his not explicitly denying a charge 
of this very heinous nature, that he yielded to 
the truth and juſtice of the accuſation. | It 
is not credible, ſays Dr. Claget, that our Sa- 
yiour would not have yindicated himſelf by 
gevying 1 it; or if he had, that St. John ſhould 
conceal 
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conceal ſo neceſſary a correction of their miſ- 
ake. But there is nothing in all our Saviour's 
anſwers that amounts 'to this; wherefare it is 
to be believed, ſays he, that he owned himſelf 
to be equal with God.“ But, in anſwer to 
this, it may ſuffice to ſay, that, if our Saviour 
did not directly anſwer to their charge, but let 
them run away under their malicious blindneſs, 
this did not prove that the Jews were in the 
right, becauſe it was uſual for him to leave 
them under ſuch miſtakes, John viii. 52. (ſee 
more to this purpoſe in Mr. Emlyn's remarks 
on Boyſe's vindication, Vol. I.) N 

It was an eminent and ſhining part of our 
Saviour's character, that he excelled in wiſdom 
and prudence, as well as in humility and meek- 
neſs, and other virtues. And we have many 
remarkable inſtances of this, in his leaving 
thoſe, Who, through malice and envy, oppoſed 
him to their own reflections, rather than contra- 
dict them, which he well knew would avail. 
nothing; though, at the ſame time, he often 
and plainly intimated to them what might have 
been ſufficient to convince them of the truth, 
had it not been for their envious, obſtinate, and 
perverſe ſpirit. Thus, when his enemies once 
and again accuſed him of aſſuming a power 
and authority truly and ſtrictly divine, or of 
aſcribing to himſelf what was peculiar and pro- 
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26 Application of certain Tzaus 
per to Deity, he never made any direct or po- 


ſitive anſwer, which it might be reaſonably ex- 
pected he would have done, if he had been 
ſent into the world to preach or inculcate any 
ſuch doctrine as that of his coequality with 
God. . Whereas, on the other hand, he ever 
ſpake of himſelf in a different ſtrain, as is very 
evident, from the account given us by all the 
ſacred hiſtorians. But the truth was,—the eyes 


of his enemies were blinded, their hearts har- 


dened, or, ſeeing they would not fee and un- 
derſtand, though he ſpake ſo as never man ſpake. 
Nay, his very expoſtulation and manner of rea- 
ſoning with them, upon the miracles which he 
wrought, plainly carried in it not only a virtual 


: and implicit denial, but a clear and full confu- 


tation of every charge which they brought 


_ againſt him. 


It was, I ſay, W to our Saviour's 
manner, and no way unworthy of his divine 
character, to leave his obſtinate and perverſe 
enemies to themſelves, when he ſaw that all his 
expoſtulations and reaſoning had no good effect 


upon them. And his conduct herein was an 


inſtance of that conſummate prudence which 
was always remarkably ſeen in his treatment of 
his enemies. No concluſion therefore can be 


drawn, in favour of this doctrine of the co- 


_ from his not denying the charge they 
brought 


and EpiTHETS of Jxsus CyrIsT. 25 
brought againſt him. To ſay, that he tacitiy 
owned, or acquieſced in it, is ſaying juſt nothing, 
or rather aſſerting what was falſe ; for the con- 
text of the place, and bis manner of reaſoning, 
as I now faid, amounted to a virtual and ſtrong 
denial, which appears from the whole tenor and 
drift of his diſcourſes, as they are =—_ us in 
the evangelical hiſtory. 

But we may further add, to what has been 
advanced already, one or two paſſages more in 
St. Jobn's goſpel, which will greatly tend to 

corroborate what has been ſaid, and may ap- 
pear more directly in point —So far was our 
Saviour from putting himſelf upon an equality 
with God; that he directly owns and acknow- 
ledges his Father's ſuperior power and authority. 
So he tells his diſciples, in the laſt ſermon which 
he preached to them, John xiv. 28. If ye 
loved me, ſays he, ye would rejoice, becauſe I 
ſaid, 1 go unto the Father; for my Father is 
greater than J. A text which directly forbids 
us to entertain any thought or apprehenſion of 
his ever affecting or aſſuming an equality with 
God. And yet, will any Chriſtian pay more 
regard to a malicious innuendo of the Jews than 
to our Saviour's own expreſs words ? Or pro- 
feſs to believe in more Gods than one? A doc- 
trine which the Jews could never digeſt, and 
which is, indeed, as contrary to the Chriſtian, 
as 


28 Application of certain Tus 
as it is to the Fewwiſh revelation. They believed 
God to be only one, and no other perſon to be 
God beſides the Creator of all things. (ſee Juſtin 
Mart. Dialogue with Trypho the Jew) So St: 
Paul ſays, of all Chriſtians, we know there is 
no other God but one, and that this one God 
is God the Father, 1 Cor. viii. 4. 6. And to 
this purpoſe, that ſenſible and intelligent anſwer 
which the Scribe made to our Saviour, is wor- 
thy of ſpecial notice, ſee Mark xii. 28—34, the 
Scribe ſaid unto him, well, maſter, thou haſt 
faid the truth; for there is one God; and there 
is none other but he, It follows, verſe 34, and 
when Jeſus ſaw that he anſwered diſcreetly (uu 
with great ſenſibility and underſtanding) he ſaid 
unto him, thou art not far from the kingdom 
of God. 
What our Savour ſaid to his diſciples in the 
place before cited is of like import, and a- 
mounts to the very ſame thing, My Father, 
ſays he, ig greater than I; that is, far ſuperior 
in dignity—greater in all eſſential perfections 
and divine excellencies, and the ſupreme author 
of all glory and happineſs : be not therefore 
caſt down, or diſcouraged, but diſpel your ſor- 
rows, and let not the proſpe& of my removal 
overwhelm you in deſpair. How ſeaſonable 
and well adapted was this kind of language to 
the preſent circumſtances of our Lord's diſci- 


ples, 


end EprTHeTs of Insus Carr. 29 
ples, when he was now about to leave them ? 
It muſt certainly give a peculiar ſtrength and 
weight to all that he had been ſaying to them in 
the foregoing verſes of this chapter; and it was 
telling them in effect, that they need not be 
troubled, or give way to over much ſorrow on 
that account, but rather to rejoice that he was 
going to his Father, who was able to recom- 
pence all his faithful ſervices, and would ſhort- 
ly crown him with glory and honour in the hea- 
venly manſions of joy and felicity, where he, 
as the captain of their ſalvation, would finally 
introduce them, and was now going to prepare 
a place, and fit up manſions for them, agreea- 
bly to what he elſewhere ſays, if any man ſerve 
me, him will my Father honour ; and where I 
am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant be, John xii. 26. 
and ch. xiv. 1, 2, 3.—If his diſciples really 
loved him, they ought to rejoice, both for his 
ſake and their own, that he was going to be ex- 
alted at the right hand of the tone of the 
Majeſty on high. 

And again There 18 mackas paſſage in St, 
Jobn much to the ſame purpoſe, wherein he 
aſſures his diſciples, that, as the good ſhepherd 
of the ſheep, he would protect them, and take 
them under his care and government, the Father 
having given him all power both in heaven and in 
earth. And accordingly he reminds them, that 
| | he 
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he acted by his Father's authority and power, 
which was ſuperior to all reſiſtance. {ſee Jobn 
x. 28, 29, 30.) My ſheep, ſays Chriſt, hear 
my voice, and they follow me, and I give unto 
them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck them (aęrati take them 
by force) out of my hands; it follows, my Fa- 
ther, which gave them me, is greater than all, 
greater in wiſdom, power and might, and none 
18 able to pluck them out of my Father's hands, 
i. e. the oppoſition of the evil men of that ge- 
neration againſt his doctrine and goſpel ſnould 
not be able to pervert his faithful diſciples ; and 
the reaſon is thus aſſigned, „I and my Father 
are one.” A text which fully proves, our Sa- 
viour's power to ſecure his faithful ones, from 
being overpowered and deſtroyed by their im- 
placable enemies. It is as if he had ſaid, © it 
is one and the ſame thing, whether you are in 
my hand, or in my Father's ; you ſhall be as 
effectually ſecured by me, as if God himſelf 
had taken you under his immediate care; for 1 
and my Father are one ; our hearts and hands 
are united in your deferice and protection.“ 

An ingenious writer has given us this com- 
ment upon the text; my Father which gave 
them me is greater than all. &c. that is, he is 
abſolutely Almighty, the ſupreme and uncon- 

troulable ruler of the univerſe ; and hence it is 
| impoſſible 


And EpiTazTs of Jzxvs Cutts, 31 
impoſſible that any oppoſition can be made to 
the will of the Father; and conſequently it is 


- as impoſſible, that any oppoſition can be made 
to the government of his Son, becauſe the Son 


governs according to the will, and by the au- 


thority and power of the Father, for which 
reaſon Chriſt immediately adds, I and my Father 
are one, i. e. our government is one and the ſame 
thing. The original power and authority are 
in the Father, and the exerciſe of theſe is com- 
mitted by him to the Son. I can, ſays he, of 
myſelf do nothing. I ſeek not my own will, 
but the will of the Father which hath ſent me. 
Jobn v. 30.— This, ſays my author, is evidently 
the ſenſe of theſe words, I and my Father are 
one; that is, it is the ſame thing to oppoſe my 
will as to oppoſe his; or it is the ſame thing to 
be under the protection of the Son, as to be 
under the protection of the Father, becauſe 
the Son always acts in ſubordination to the will 
of his Father who ſent him, and all the power 
with which he is inveſted is derived from the 
Father. All other meanings put upon this 
N are manifeſtly forced and wrong“. 
Theſe 


Calvin has here made a very juſt remark. Voluit 
impiorum ſannis occurrere. Jactare enim poterant nihil 
ad ipſum pertinere Dei potentiam, ut difcipulis ſuis pro- 
mitteret certum ejus præſidium. Teſtatur ergo fibi ita 
conjunctas eſſe cum patre rationes, ut ejus auxilium ſibĩ 
ac 
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Theſe words of our Saviour, you ſee, rightly 
underſtood, carried a great and important 
meaning in them, and were admirably adapted 
to the occaſion and circumſtances of his diſci- 
ples at this time. But we find, that the Seribes 


and Phariſees either did not underſtand, or ra- 
ther wilfully overlooked the true menen and 


intent of them. 
For, hereupon it follows, that hs Son, hears 


ing this, immediately took up ſtones again, as 
they had done before (ch. viii. 59.) to ſtone. 


him. They could not brook any thing that did 


appear, in the leaſt, to derogate from the ho- 
nour of the one God, whom they and their fa- 
thers worſhiped. And therefore, looking upon 
this language of our Saviour as 5 to 


ac ſuis Ovibus, nunquam 3 ſit. Abu ſunt hoc 


loco weteres, ut probarent Chriſtum efſe Patri oHhοονεαι. 
Neque enim Chriſtus de unitate ſubſtantiæ diſputat, ſed 
conſenſu quem cum Patre habet : quicquid ſcilicet geritur | 
a Chrifto, Patris virtute confirmatum iri.— This expreſ. 
fion, I and the Father are one, does not prove, that our 
Saviour intended to make himſelf one being with the Fa- 
ther, any more than the like expreſſion will prove the col« 
lective body of chriſtians one being, ſee John xvii. 11, 21, 
22. where the oneneſs of believers amongſt themſelves is 
faid to be, as the oneneſs of Chriſt and his Father. But, 
as believers are not one being, ſo neither are Chriſt and his 
Father, but. two di/tin@ perſons, and named with peculiar | 
diſtinguiſhing characters. A xvii. 3. 1 Cor. viii. 6. Eph, 
iv. 6. 


no 


Aud Errrünzrs of Jexvs Curts?. 33 
Ho leſs than blaſphemy, they were for puniſh- 
ing it, as ſuch, according to the expreſs ſen- 
tence of the Jewiſh law. (See Leviticus xxiv. 16. 
and verſe 33d of this chapter.) — Now, upon 
this outrageous attempt which they made upon 


his life, it is obſervable, that our Saviour, free 


from all haſty anger and reſentment, very cool- 
ly and mildly ſays, many good works have I 
ſhewed you from my Father; for which of 
thoſe works do ye ſtone me? An expoſtulation 
or rebuke that was exceeding tender and very 
ſtriking. But, in anſwer to this cloſe and per- 
tinent remonſtrance, they reply to him very 
roundly : For a good work we ſtone thee 
not; but for 3/a/pbemy, and becauſe that thou, 
being a man, a mortal man, and no way ſupe- 
rior to us, makeſt thyſelf God, i. e. impiouſly 
arrogating to thyſelf the power and majeſty of 
God, and aſſuming the unalienable rogues of 
Deity.” 

They were certainly right in ſuppoſing chat 
he was a man, and that, as ſuch, he could not 
be God, or equal with God: bat their conclu- 
ſion or application was utterly. falſe, as well as 
very malicions. He never made any ſuch pre- 
| tenſions, as they charged him with, through 
the whole courſe of his miniſtry. And I make 
no doubt, but that the reply which they here 
gave him was contrary to the conviction of their 
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own minds, and that their own conſciences 
could not but tell them, that they were inward- 
ly. and. really provoked at his working ſo many 
miracles : or, they muſt, needs ſee, if they were 
not blinded to the greateſt degree. by their cor- 
rupt prejudices, that our Saviour. ated by a 
ſpecial commiſſion from God, and was inveſted 
with extraordinary powers. But, ſuch was 
their enmity, ſuch the ſtrength of prejudice, 
that they perverſely diſowned his divine miſfion, 
notwithſtanding the abundant proof ang, der 
monſtration he had given of it. : 
And, having thus conſidered our Kwon 
converſation and reaſoning with the Jews, who, 
on various occaſions, and at ſeveral times, ac- 
cuſed him of profaneneſs and blaſphemy; and 


having ſhewn, that there is no manner of foun- 


dation for any ſuch charge, but the very con- 
trary,z I ſhould now proceed to the next head I 
propoſed—but ſhall firſt make a few reflections 
upon what, has been laid, which are ö Ka ſome 

importance. | 
Firſt, we ſee here, 78 the i ks 
which our Saviour wrought, mult be all.reſolved 
into the power of Deity ; and that thoſe per- 
ſons muſt put a wrong conſtruction upon the 
evangelical writings, who can draw any ſuch 
inference from them as this, viz. that our Sa- 
viour was God; or made himſelf equal with 
God. 


„ 

And Erranrs of Ixsus CHRIST. 335 
God. And ;mateover, that it muſt be great 
arrogance and preſumption in any to pretend 
to a power of forgiving /i Ins, when they have no 
power of working miracles as Chriſt himſelf and 
his apoſtles had. This muſt not be overlooked, 
as it naturally falls in with the courſe of the 

Preſent. argument; it being here ſuppoſed, 
that a power in the one caſe muſt admit of an 
equal power in che other, or a power proceed. 
ing, at leaſt, from the ſame primary ſource and 
origin, even the one God and Father of all, 
who gave to his Son, and to the apoſtles after 
him, a like power of healing diſeaſes and for- 
giving the ſins of men. But, -where. does it 
appear that God has now, or ever ſince the 
apoſtolic age, hath given ſuch power to any 
man? Or lodged the ſame power in any particu- 
lar order or body of men ? ls there any, the 
lcaſt foundation For! it,” in reaſon or ſcripture? 
Is it not a hold encroachment on the rights of 
conſcience, and ſtrange trifling with te ſouls 
of men ? 

The late Dr. Selling. as well as the man 
dean of Glouceſter, Dr. Tucker, have both ob- 
ſerved, —that the facerdotal form of abſolution 
is#liable to juſt exception, and has given great 
offence to many that it pretendþ to ſuch a 


knowledge of the human heart: as cannot be- 


1 to any mortal man, without an expreſs re- 
| C2 velation 3 
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velation ;—that this, as well as ſome other 
methods of reſtoring penitents in the primitive 


times, have very much the air of a farce, and 
ought to be given up as indefenſible; — that 
for the firſt thouſand years the form of abſo- 


lution ran in the manner of a prayer, and not 
in the form of a peremptory ſentence, as it nov 
ſtands in the popiſh forms, and from them in 
ours. Thus have many graſped at the ſhadow 
of an authority, which in truth and juſtice we 
muſt all renounce. © What elſe do we do, 
ſays the former of theſe writers, in his addreſs 


to the clergy, when we pretend to abſolve con- 


ſcience? We may make an hundred diſtinctions, 


and ſay, the abſolution is not authoritative but 


declarative, not judicial but miniſterial ; but if 


you would ſpeak to be underſtood, you muſt 


ſay, that, with reſpec to any real internal effect, 


it is nothing, &c.”—And this, ſays the Dean, 


is one of thoſe real blemiſhes, ſpots and im- 


perfections in our church, which ought to be 
removed.“ 
The prieſtly power of abſolution is, indeed, 
a weak and idle pretence ; and ſo is the term 
PrizsT, however it comes to be ſtill retained 
in a Chriſtian and Proteſtant church, Many 
ſeem fond of the name, and to pique them- 
ſelves upon it; but, if we would be directed 
by 9 it is not appropriate to any parti- 
cular 


PF 


and EpiTHETS of Jesus CHRIST. 37 
cular ſet of men, under the Goſpel, and can 
only be uſed with propriety, as applicable to 
every pious and upright Chriſtian. (1 Pet. ii. 5» 
9. Rev. i. 6.) That power of binding and 
looſing which the miniſter, or ecclefiaſtic, is ſup- 
poſed to be inveſted with, is what the ſcripture 
gives us no reaſon to imagine was ever com- 
mitted to any but the apoſtles, or ſome others 
in the molt early days of Chriftianity—whereas 
the ſuppoſition of ſuch power and authority 
being committed to the clergy of the preſent 
time, whatever arguments have been uſed to 
ſupport the claim, is only to be regarded as a 
remnant of popery, and tending to promote a 
ſuperſtitious and falſe dependence upon frail 
and fallible men. | Ir is no leſs than invading 
the rights of Deity, and near a-kin to the ſup- 
poſed blaſphemy of which the Jews accuſed 
our bleſſed Saviour. And, ſo far as this popiſh 
leaven diffuſes itſelf in any church or community, 
the conſequences of it muſt be very hurtful and 
miſchievous. It has a natural tendency, eſpe- 
cially amongſt weak and vulgar minds, to lull 
the conſcience into a ſtate of ſecurity, to buoy 
up the ſinner with a preſumptuous hope and 
confidence of obtaining mercy and forgiveneſs, 
when there is no foundation for it; and thereby 
encourage him to truſt in the favour and mercy 
of God, even whilſt deſtitute of moral rectitude 
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and purity of heart. It is a luſcious 3 
as one very aptly calls it. For thus may any, 
even the greateſt ſinner, reaſon with himſelf, 
when apphing for abſolution, “ Surely, what 
the prieſt, who is God's ambaſſador, ſays, may 
be depended upon as the word of God.” Thus 
is conſcience huſhed, appeaſed, . and quieted 
from all painful apprehenſions by any imiginary 
ſuppoſed--pardon of all paſt offences. — In a 
word, all high flown epiſcopal claims of power 
and amboriry,/ in the preſent caſe, are weak and 
groundleſs. They have, at leaſt, a deluſive 
appearance and a dangerous tendency ; they can 
only be calculated to advance the power of the 
prieſt, and to ſtupify and enſlave the conſci- 
ences of men; and a ſpirit of juſt indignation 
ſhould, and ſurely muſt arife againſt this, and 
all other encroachments upon the rights of con- 
{ſcience and Chriſtian liberty. How long ſhall 
this enormous power ſubſiſt, — this 'noxiaus 
plant of popery be ſuffered to grow in a pro- 


teſtant country? This is certainly a plant which 
our heavenly Father never planted; which Chriſt 


and his apoſtles never cultivated; and for any 
profeſſed miniſters of the goſpel now, to favour, 
or plead for, its continuance and growth in the 


church, which is God's vineyard, muſt: be fo 
far from heightening, that it has a manifeſt and 
direct tendency to the e ſacerdotal character 


into 


and Eprrugrs of Jesvs Cunisr. 39 
into the deepeſt fcorn and contempt. —But no 
more of this; 1 n to obſerve in the ſe- 
cond. place, 

| 2dly, That the Jews; however n 
and averſe they were to our Saviour's perſon 
and doctrine, being all Unitarians, and acknow- 
ledging no othet God but one, did certainly 
make a right judgment, in faying, that none 
could forgive {ins but God only; and accord- 
ingly, we have obſerved already, that upon the 
miraculous cure of the paralytic, they glorified 
the God of Iſrael, having no notion of any other. 
God, or of any one equal to him. What our 
Saviour faid to the young ruler, (Luke xviii. 
19.) there is none good; :. e. truly, properly, 
and eſſentially good, but one, that is God, was, 
with as much truth here ſaid by the Jews, in 
the preſent caſe, that none can forgive ſins but 
one, that is God, and whom we own to be the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. Let all 
Chriſtians then, who profels to be ſound and or- 
thodox believers, learn to beware of running 
into real blaſphemy, in pretending to draw any 
opinion from our Saviour's converſation with 
the Jews, in favour of his coeguality with God: 
but rather learn to conceive of him as a man, 
or a derived being; not equal, but inferior to 
the Father who ſent him, or as one who re- 
ceived from God his life and being, and all his 
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wiſdom, his authority and inſtruction, the re- 


velation or ſalutary meſſage that he delivered, 
the doctrines which he taught, the honours he 
poſſeſſed, and all thoſe ſingular gifts and abili- 
ties, which he wonderfully diſplayed in the 
confirmation and proof of his divine character 
and miſſion. It is to me a very clear point, 
that our Saviour never aſſumed to himſelf the 
power and authority of God, that he never 
made any oſtentation of it, or any pretenſion 
to it, but was truly and properly the man Chriſt 
Jeſus, or the ſon of man. Nay, he is fo far 
from aſſerting any thing with reſpect to his 
coequality with the Father in power and eternity, 


or in any of the eſſential attributes of Deity, 


or from hinting any thing that will warrant our 
receiving this as a ſcripture doctrine and article 
of faith, that he every where expreſly diſclaims 


it; fince his language all along ſtrongly points 


the other way, as is very evident from the ac- 


count which is given us by all the Evangeliſts.— 


And, if their hiſtory may be depended upon 
as credible and authentic, it will be further evi- 
dent in the third place. | 

3dly, That whatever ſingular and extraordi- 
nary powers our Saviour might poſſeſs above 
other men, he could not be ſaid to be equal with 
Cod, that one ſupreme and infinite being who 
can have neither <qual x nor competirar, Thus 


it 


And EpirnErs of Jesus CuRIsT. 41 
it is recorded, and he himſelf tells his diſciples 
for their conſolation, in the place before cited, 
my Father is greater than all, 1. e. greater than 
the higheſt princes and potentates; even than he 
himſelf, the promiſed Meſſiah, and Saviour of 
mankind, not excepted ; for theſe are his own 
words, my Father is greater than I. Now every 
one knows, that equality and ſuperiority, or the 
comparative terms, greater and Jeſs are incom- 
patible ideas, and what neceſſarily do deſtroy 
each other. The only one God muſt be the 
greateſt of all beings; nor can he be the greateſt 
unleſs he has no equal; nor can he be without 


an equal, if he be not the only God. So ar- 


gues Tertul. adverſ. marcionem. Deus, fi 
non unus eſt, non eſt, &c. 

Beſides, had Chriſt been equal with God, he 
had not been the Son of God, but another God. 
And upon this principle we might fairly argue 
with the profeſſed Tyinitarian.— Thus, if Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt are the ſame in ſubſtance, 
then they are all three the ſame individual nu- 
merical being. And from hence it mult follow, 
that the Son as much begot himſelf as the Fa- 
ther did, and that the ſpirit was not ſent by 
the Son, nor did proceed from the Father, any 
more than from himſelf, —And, again, if they 
are all three equal they cannot be the ſame, for 
equality always implies diverſity ; that is, they 

| cannot 
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cannot be the ſame in ſubſtance, or the ſame 
numerical being; for then inſtead of three per- 
ſons we have only one perſon.—Or, if it be 
further ſaid, that theſe three are of the ſame 
fort and kind of ſubſtance, or ſpecifically the 
ſame, this would be ſetting up three coordinate 
Gods equally ſelf-exiſtent, and ſo overthrow 
the doctrine both of unity and ſupremacy. — 
Theſe reflections, if I rightly underſtand our 
Saviour's own doctrine, very plainly ariſe from 
what has been ſaid ; or, thus far the argument 
drawn from the- goſpel hiftory ſeems to ſtand 
good, and to render any particular enquiry into 
the epiſtolary writings needleſs *. And I might 
here reſt the matter upon the ſingle foot of 


ſcripture evidence; but, as I at firſt propoſed, it 


remains that I further argue and eſtablith this 
point, by ſhewing, 


In the ſecond 3 that l the ſcripture 
teaches in this particular, does perfectly accord 
with all the principles of ſound reaſon and true 


Many paſſages in the apoſtohc writings have been oc- 
caſionally conſidered. in various tracts. See the true doc. 
trine of the New Teſtament concerning Jeſus Chriſt—— 
A critical enquiry into the meaning of that phraſe, the 
form of God. A comment upon Chriſt's prayer, John xvii. 
us alſo the pre-exiſtence of Chriſt unſcriptural, late- 
ly publiſhed ; wherein it appears, that the Ge/þels and the 
Epiſtles perfectly harmonize. . They were all inſpired by 
the ſame ſpirit, and reſt upon one and the ſame founda- 
tion. 


| philoſophy.” 


and EpITHETS of Ixsus CnRIsT. 43 
pbiloſophy. Or, in other words, I am now to 
ſhew, that, as the doctrine of our Saviour's 
equality with God is. quite contrary to the true 


ſenſe of ſcripture rightly underſtood, ſo it is no 


leſs contrary to all the natural and obvious dic- 
tates of the human underſtanding, —that it is 


inexplicable and unintelligible, as well as unſcrip- 


tural; and perfectly claſhes with all our rational 
and juſt ſentiments of Deity. 

And here, I believe, J may lay down this, 
as a truth or poſtulutum that will be readily 
granted, namely, that, of the nature, ſub- 
ſtance, or eſſence of God we know, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, little or nothing.” We can 
frame no abſolute or adequate idea of the one 
infinite and ſupreme being; and therefore, to 
ſay of Chriſt Zeſus, that he was of the ſame ſub- 
ſtance, or of the {ame ſpecific nature and eſſence 


with the Father; or to ſay, in other words, 


how far, and in what reſpects he was equal or 
alike to God, is the higheſt degree of arrogance 
and preſumption. We may as well attempt to 
repreſent, or draw the exact portrait of a per- 
ſon, or object, that we never ſaw, and what is 


abſolutely inviſible to the corporeal eye, as to 


argue upon a ſubject, which is to the human 


mind incomprehenſible, and therefore inexpli- 


cable. 
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So abſtruſe are the terms ſubſtance, eſſence; 
ſameneſs, and the like, when brought into the 
Chriſtian theology, that it is well known, they 
have often times given rife to much ſtrife and 
contention, and even to war and bloodſhed 


_ amongſt Chriſtians of all ſects and denomina- 


tions. To this purpoſe is the obſervation of a 
modern writer, That, “ as ſoon as the biſhops 
of the Chriſtian church began to mingle their 
abſtruſe metaphyſics with the plain ſcripture di- 
vinity, they forſook the holy ſcriptures as the 
only rule of faith, and introduced new philoſo- 
phical terms and opinions into their religion, 
which gave riſe to ſuch numerous diſputes a- 
mongſt themſelves, as have done more harm to 
true Chriſtianity, than all the perſecutions it 


| hath ſuſtained from its bittereſt enemies. Ah! 


what dreadful wounds hath Chriſtianity receiv- 
ed in the houſe of its friends?” 
The truth is, that ſubſtance, or hypoſtafis (ac- 


cording to its true meaning or etymology, and 


in the original ſenſe of the word, that is, 
as ſeparated from certain accidents, modes and 
properties) is the moſt general and abſtracted 
idea that the mind of man can poflibly form, 
and what the moſt acute philoſopher is at as 
great a loſs to determine, as the meaneſt pea- 
ſant; for we none of us know, or are able to 
explain, what is the true nature, or the interna! 

| con- 


5 
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_ conſtitution and eſſence of things. Many of the 


properties of various things we can eaſily and 


clearly diſcern ; but we are abſolute ſtrangers to 
the ſubſtratum, or ſubject, in which thoſe pro- 
perties reſide, For inſtance, what ſo familiar 
to us as matter or body? And yet all that we 
know of it is only its ſhape and dimenſions, its 
ſize, colour, ſolidity and the like; but what 
the internal nature or eſſence of it is, we know 
not. Nay, we know not what is the ſubſtance 
of any one thing that we perceive by the Vg, or 
by any of our other ſenſes. We have no knowledge 
of the intimate ſubſtance of things, by any ex- 
' ternal ſenſe or reflex act. We may indeed have 
a pretty clear and diſtinct idea of thoſe modes 
and properties which make up what we call the 
nominal eſſence in natural things; but, what is 
that eſſential or intrinſic conſtitution which is the 


ground and ſupport of their various properties, 


it is impoſſible for us to fix or form any idea of *. 
And 


9 prevent any miſapprehenſions here, and ſet the 


argument in its true light, let it be obſerved, that, when 


I ſay we know nothing at all of the real nature and eſ- 
ſence of things, I would -not be underſtood to mean, that 
we have no rule or meaſure, whereby to know and judge of 
things with ſufficient clearneſs and certainty.— For, tho? 


we know but little, it does not follow that we know nothing, 


or are incapable of having any juſt and clear ideas, We 
certainly know, or may know, enough of the various ob- 
jets which ſurround us, to guard againſt all deception, 

all 
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And the ſame may be. ſaid with reſpect to 
mind as well as matter. — Or, what is it that we 


all impoſture, and deluſion. It is readily acknowledg- 
ed, that we cannot fully comprehend the nature of any 
created being. We cannot ſay, for inſtance, how the ſe. 
veral parts conſpire to form the entire compoſitum. We 
cannot ſay, what is the nexus or tie of union betwixt ſoul 
and body, or in what manner life what at firſt produced, 
and is till continued: but does . it hence follow, that we 
can have no clear and diſtin& notion of what a may ſigni- . 
fies, or of that peculiar and ſpecific nature which dittin- 
guiſhes him from all other beings. 
And the like may be ſaid of all other objects that we 
at any time contemplate, or converſe with, yiz.. that they 
are all Inoabable in this ſenſe ; ; that is, we are able to diſ- 
tinguiſh things that” differ in a phyfical, as well as in a 
moral ſenſe, and are not wholly deſtitute of the faculty 
and power of diſcernment ; though, after all our moſt di- 
ligent enquiries and reſearches, it muſt be owned, that 
we have but little acquaintance; with the world of nature · 
We know but little of ourſelves, and muſt all own 
. confeſs our great ignorance in many things. But 
then, let us not diſparage or undervalue thoſe intellec- 
tual powers and faculties which God has given us, by run- 
ning into the ſceptical humour of the Pyrrhonian ſect, who 
_ profeſſed to know nothing, doubted of almoſt every thing, 
and taught that there was no certainty in any thing. This 
would be ſaying, in effect, that God has made man, his 
rational creature, in wain, and left him inveloped in a 
maze of darkneſs, error and uncertainty. But, how un- 
worthy is this of the great Author of nature, the wiſe and 
good Governor of the world? It ſurely becomes us to en- 
tertain much more high and Is 56 ns rt both of 
God and ourſelves, 
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mortals any of us know of  incorporeal, ſpiritual 
and inviſible beings? We know indeed from 
reflection and experience, that the human ſoul 
is the ſeat of various inſtincts and affections. 
that it is the principle of thought, conſciouſ- 
neſs and reaſoning.—of willing, chooſing and 
acting: but of the being that is endued with 
theſe powers and faculties, or of that eſſence 
which is the ſubject of them, we know nothing 
at all, any more than we do of the world of 
ſpirits, or of any angelic beings, and their pecu- 
liar powers and operations. 

And, in like manner, when we ſpeak of Gop, 
that ſupreme mind and intelligence, or of his 
eſſential nature and perfections * our beſt and 
moſt exalted 1deas are chiefly, or wholly, of 


| the 
* Thovgh it is allowed 7 confeſſed on all hands, 
that God is, in his adorable nature and eſſence, incompre- 
benſible, and we cannot form any poſitive or abſolute idea 
of what he is, we may nevertheleſs entertain a very juſt 
and true notion of what he is not, and ſuch as may be a- 
nough to ſatisfy the moſt inquiſitive mind in this preſent 
imperfect ſtate,——We know for inſtance thus much, that 
he is not a derived being, or dependent upon any, as we 
and all other beings are, but the original author and the 
firſt cauſe of all things, the eternal indefectible ſource and 
fountain of all exiſtence, life and happineſs, = that he is 
not circumſcribed or limited in his being as we are, — that 
he dwelleth not in fleſh, or in temples made with hands, 
but inhabits infinite ſpace, and is every where preſent with 
| all 
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48 — Application of certain TERU.a 
the negative kind, and ſuch as argue the po- 
verty and weakneſs of the human underſtand- 
ing in its moſt improved ſtate. . 
Now, upon theſe principles, our manner of 
arguing and reaſoning on the preſent ſubject 
will be very obvious. — As thus; if I am ig- 
norant of the true real nature and eſſence of 
any one particular thing, whether it be a mate- 
rial or immaterial ſubſtance, how can I poſ- 


ſibly compare another thing with it, or be able 
to pronounce, that it is perfectly equal, alike or 


ſimilar ? In other words, how can I pretend 
to compare two beings or ſubſtances with one 
another, ſo as to find out the ſameneſs, the like- 
meſs, the equality, or the difference, if I am a 
ſtranger to one, or either of them? — And yet, 
ſuch is the pride and vanity of human wiſdom, 
that men have been ever and anon running into 


idle and uſeleſs ſpeculations, into warm and 
endleſs debates, about the nature and eſſence of 
God, the character, conſtitution and perſon of 
Chriſt, and the like ſubjects; Some of them 


all his works, in all places of his vaſt and boundleſs do- 


minions ! In a word, that he is not like man who is mu- 


table, frail and mortal, but a ſpirit, a pure and perfect 


intelligence, incorporeal, inviſible and immortal, abſo- 
lutely free from all human paſſion, frailty and weakneſs, 
and from every moral ſtain and blemiſn.— Thus we may, 
and ought to conceive of God, though, after all, we know 


him not, and his greatneſs is unſearchable. 


Con- 
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confidently aſſerting that Jeſus, the Son of God, | 
was of the ſame ſubſtance or eſſence with tlie 


Father others, that he was of /ike ſubſtance; 
and others that he was of a ſubſtance entirely 


diſſimilar and unlike to the Father. Some again 
have ſaid, that proper Godhead belongs to three 
perſons, that the word Gop ſometimes ſignifies 


all the three; ſometimes, any of the three in- 


definitely; and ſometimes one particular and 
ſingle perſon only. So various and inconſiſtent 


are many of thoſe writers who have been deem- 


ed the greateſt adepts in theology. 

This is enough to ſhew what a confuſed and 
uncertain thing many have made of that reve- 
lation, which God has given us by his Son je- 
ſus Chriſt, who was ſent into the world on pur- 
poſe to declare the truth and grace of God to 
mank ind, and to give us the ſoundeſt and beſt 
notions in religion and morality, even ſuch as 
are fitted to anſwer all the moſt valuable and 


important ends of an expreſs revelation from 


heaven. — But, what can never be enough la- 
mented is, (as J ſaid before) that theſe ſeveral 
contending parties have, in their turn, excom- 


municated and curſed the reſt for not adopting 


their particular opinions, or rather their own 
unintellible and favorite modes of {peaking and 
writing upon this ſubject. 
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But ſurely, the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
if rightly underſtood, can never be ſuppoſed ro 
give any, the leaſt countenance, to ſuch angry 
diſpute and vain jangling : for nothing, I think, 
can be plainer than the genuine pirit, as well 
as the true dofrine of the New Teſtament. 
He that runs may read it, ſo as to underſtand 
the true import and deſign of it. I am per- 
ſuaded, at leaſt, that we cannot greatly err in 
the point before us, if we ſteadily adhere to 
the plain and ſimple declaration of St. Paul, 
viz. that there is only one God; and one Mediator 
between God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
1 Tim. ii. 5. This would at once put an end 
to all unprofitable and uſeleſs altercations. — 
And indeed, if we ſhould attempt to go fur- 
ther, our feeble underſtandings would ſoon fail 
us: and then no wonder, if the loſs ęf peace 
and charity ſnould be the unhappy conſequence. 
We ought to conſider, that plain ſcripture is 
the only true ſtandard of orthodoxy ; that we 
ſhould never affect to be wiſe above what is 
written; and eſpecially, that ſubjects of theolo- 
gical knowledge and enquiry do widely differ 
from all others. 

For example. We very well know what the 
words equality and likeneſs mean in geometrical 
figures, or in mathematical ſcience, as in an 
zfoceles, or equilateral triangle. Here we have 
* 4 certainty 
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certainty and demonſtration to go upon, and can 
perceive things clearly and ſatisfactorily; that 
is, we know what we ſpeak, and whereof we 
affirm, when we ſay, that one ſide, or one an- 
ole of a figure or diagram, is equal to another. 


But in the ſcience of theology, if I may ſo call 


it, the caſe is. quite otherwiſe. When we at- 
tempt to ſpeak of the nature or eſſence of God, 
all deſcriptions, all terms of compariſon fail us; 


and we find ourſelves loſt in a ſubje& ſo truly 


great, ſublime and wonderful. Similarity can 
have no place in any conception that we can 
poſſibly form of the Deity. No human intel- 
left, no finite mind can fully comprehend the 
infinite unknown, the Zxs Entiun, the eternal 
ſource and origin of all beings that any where 
exiſt in this, or in any other ſyſtem ſuch is the 
nature and eſſence of that ſpiritual and inviſi- 
ble being whom we call God I- We bow with 
awful and ſolemn reverence to this ſupreme un- 
rivalled being, whom no man hath ſeen or can 
ſee, whoſe nature is unſearchable, and his name 


ineffable. Behold, God is great and we 
| know him not! Who can by ſearching find out 


_ God F Who can find out the Almighty to ow 
fection?ꝰ 


Io fay, therefore, that the Son is God, the 
ſame in ſubſtance, and coeſſential with the Father 


or that he is coequal with him in majeſty, power 
D 2 ja 
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and glory, and in all divine perfections; or, in 


other words, that he is the image of God's ſub- 


ſtance or eſſence, and, yet at the ſame time, 
the very ſame identical ſubſtance of which he is 
the image; this, I ſay, is ſo abſtruſe and unin- 
telligible, and ſuch a manifeſt abuſe of words, 


as the ſacred dialect is a perfect ſtranger unto. : 


It may indeed be truly affirmed, that the ſcrip- 
tures no where treat of abſtract ſubſtance or eſ- 
ſence at all; and that our bleſſed Saviour and 


his apoſtles, as they never ſay any thing to | 


gratify, or encourage mere curig/ity, ſo they never 
enter into philoſophical and uſeleſs ſpeculations 
of any. kind ; but only teach and inculcate ſuch 
plain, uſeful, and important things, relating to 
the one God, and the one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 


are of the greateſt conſequence to the real wel- 


fare and happineſs of mankind, and which are, 
for the moſt part, upon a level with the com- 
mon and ordinary abilities which God has given 
to man, 

We ſhould more nend remark, that 
they no where lead us to form our conceptions 


of the one God by any ſimilitude or reſemblance 


taken from earthly and ſenſible objects. We 
read, that God is jealous of his honour, and 
will not give his glory to another, nor his praiſe 
unto graven images. (Iſa, xlii. 8.) nor ſhould 
we ever attempt, or dare to liken him to any 

- beings 
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beings whatſoever; even thoſe who ſtand in the 
higheſt claſs of reaſon and intelligence, ( a. 
xl. 18. in particular Deut. iv. 12, 15.) 

This, however, is pretty evident, that the 
cuſtoni of giving the character and name of 
Deity, as the ignorant and pagan nations did to 
terreſtrial and animal beings, (which, in the 

5 language of the apoſtle, is changing the glory 
of the incorruptible God into an image made 
like to corruptible man, Rom. 1. 23.) was not 
more hurtful and deſtructive to the primitive 
religion of nature and reaſon, than the ground- 
lleſs notion of many Chriſtian writers is to pure 
and genuine Chriſtianity, or to the true religion 
of Jeſus, as it is delineated and taught in the 
Inſpired writings, The miſchief, as well as the 
abſurdity of this, is much the ſame in both caſes, 
as it manifeſtly tends to deprave and ſubvert all 
thoſe truly rational and juſt ſentiments which the 
writers of the New Teſtament, as well as all 
the ancient prophets, have particularly taught 
and inculcated, with reſpe& to the unity and 
Jupremacy of God, and his infinite wg adorable 
perfections. | | 

It is amazing to think, that any ſenſible per- 
fons ſhould embrace ſuch abfurd and contradic- 
tory propoſitions as theſe, or be bold enough 
to aſſert, — that the Son is one and the ſame ſub- 
Kance with the F ather, and yet a diftinet perſon 
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from the Father, that he is equa! with, and 
yet ſubordinate to the Father, — that he is coeter- 
nal with and yet begotten by the Father, —or, 
(which amounts to the ſame thing) that the /u- 
preme God came down from heaven to be born 
of a virgin, and that Jeſus Chriſt was this ſun 
preme God.— Are theſe the teachings of the 
ſpirit in the word of truth, or only the words 
which man's wiſdom teacheth? Or, will any 
one preſume to ſay, that this is the true and 
genuine ſenſe of the goſpel, he truth as it is in 
Jeſus ? Or that this was the faith of primitive 
antiquity, that faith which was once delivered 


ro the ſaints? Let any man of impartial and 


ſober reaſon judge.—Non ita Chriſtum didici- 
mus meliora pii docuere parentes. Lord Bacon 
has given us this conciſe deſcription of the Atha- 
naſian Chriſtian (or rather of the Antichriſtian 
heretick.) © He is one that believes things his 
reaſon cannot comprehend. He believes three 
to be one, and one to be three; a Father not 
to be older than his Son ; a Son to be equal to 
his Father z and one proceeding from both to. 
be equal with both ; he believes three perſons 


in one nature, and two natures in one perſon.” 


And, how many are there in the Proteſtant 
reformed churches at this day, who herein ſym- 
bolize with the Papiſts, and ſeem to think with 
them, that there is no religion where there is no 
myſtery? This might be eaſily exemplified in 
many inſtances. But I ſball only obſerve, that 

h it 


"\ 
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it is a very unſafe rule, to depend upon the 
truth and certainty of any popular ſyſtem, or 
to ſubſcribe any creed of human ſtructure and 
contrivance. The faith of a true Chriſtian, a 
true proteſtant, does not at all depend upon the 
faith of this, or of any other church, but upon 
the conviction of his own mind. Whereas, on 
the other hand, if I muſt needs believe, as the 
church believes, or as the prieſt bids me, this 1s 
no faith at all. There is no virtue in it, no- 
thing at all that is acceptable and well pleaſing 
to God. It is popery in the abſtrad, if I may 
ſo call it, and can only be calculated to propa- 
gate error, and keep men in ignorance. It 
only ſerves to nouriſh a blind intemperate zeal, 
which has been, more or leſs, the bane and de- 
ſtruction of true religion in all ages. 

Hence it is, that the groſſeſt ſuperſtition has 
been often accounted true religion and ſterling 
| Piety,—-and even the moſt ſtupid ignorance been 
called the mother of devotion. A ſtrange fal- 
lacious notion this, and utterly repugnant to 
truth and reaſon : but ſo it is! There has al- 
ways been a ſet of men, (and God knows there 
are too many in this proteſtant country) who 
have taken an unrighteous liberty in aſſuming 
a dominion over the faith and conſciences of 
men; and who would, if poſlible, perſuade us 
to renounce reaſon, and ſacrifice underſtanding 
and common ſenſe, to make room for what they 

D+4-- | call 
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call Fal rn, — yea, and the only true faith: that 
is, they would perſuade us to hut our eyes, leſt 


we mis our way: and they have looked upon 


this as the ſureſt and beſt method of making 


| be. 


But— to ſay nothing here of the exorbitant 
Ka which ſome have uſurped ; it is greatly 
to be lamented, that the Jaity, or common 
people in general, are but too prone to think 
and judge in matters of religion by falſe rules 
and maxims: For example, thus, the found- 
ers of my party were good men, and therefore 
their tenets were true. It is the opinion of a 
ſect that is erroneous, therefore it is falſe, It 
has been long received in the world, therefore 
it is true, or, it is a novel doctrine, and is there- 
fore falle— Theſe, and many the like, which 
are by no means the meaſures of truth and 
falſehood, the generality of men make the ſtan- 
dards by which they accuſtom their underſtand- 
ings to judge. And thus falling into a habit 
of determining truth and falſchood by ſuch 
wrong meaſures, it is no wonder they ſhould ' 
embrace error for certainty, and be very poſi- 
tive in things they have no ground for.“ See 
Locke on the condult 0 f the underſtanding, Poſt, 


Works, p- 19 *, 


Now, 


A late ingenious writer has expreſſed the like ſenti- 
ment, Thus ““ dantiquity, education, numbers, authority, 
learning 
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Now, J fear, it is pretty much after this man- 
ner, that the far greater part of mankind im- 
poſe upon themſelves. They have no true li- 
berality of ſentiment, and are far from exert- 
ing a manly ſpirit of rational and free enquiry. 
The prejudices of cuſtom, education, authori- 
ty, intereſt or paſſion, tie up the mind, and 
hinder the admiſſion and progreſs of truth.— 
It has been 12 obſerved, and is true in fact, 


learning, are not principles to be relied on, a Rp yet what 
more manifeſt, than that gbeſe are the principles by which 
whole nations are governed in the wweightieft affair of hu- 
man life? For, at the bottom, the greater part of man- 
kind have little more to ſay, for their being of the reli- 
gion and way they profeſs, rather than any other, than 
that it was the religion of their fathers; and is ſo ſtill of 
the country where they live, and of the government they 
live under; they know many learned men that are of it, 
and it hath a great number of followers. It is to no pur · 
poſe to*go about to expoſe the -folly of their proceeding 
after this manner : they have neither patience to hear you, 
nor openneſs of mind. to be convinced by any thing you 
can offer; having laid it down for a fir/# principle, never 
to diſpute what hath long paſſed” under that /acred name.” 


Dee an excellent tract by the late Mr. Henry Grove of 


T.aunton, on reaſon as it relates to morality, vol. iv. p. 43. 
Their common ſtandard is abſolutely dependent on blind 
and arbitrary will, and therefore alterable. Whereas, a 
fixed juſt ſtandard will be found, by placing right reaſon 
in the conformity of the judging faculty to the nature of 
things; a ſtandard infinitely preferable to the opinions of 
private perſons, or the decrees of whole ſocieties. ibid. 
5. 45+ 
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that, as to the arts and ſciences, and thoſe 
kinds of knowledge which are only ſought af- 
ter for curioſity and entertainment, men have no 
indirect views to diveſt them from ſeeing the 
truth ; they proceed in ſearch of it with the 


utmoſt freedom, and never ſcruple to make 


the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny. In every branch of bu- 


. fineſs—in trade, commerce and politicks, no care 


is wanting that can ſecure us from error. And, 
as in theſe affairs we proceed with much circum- 


ſpection, and jealouſy ef being deceived; we 


don't think it unreaſonable in others to take the 
fame precautions. Thus do both the learned 
and the unlearned agree in the true way to 
knowledge, whenever they are earneſt in the 
purſuit of it, and muſt therefore be ſelf-con- 
demned, if they deviate from it on thoſe occa- 
ſions, in which it would be moſt fatal to them 
to be miſled. We are only fearful of exerting 
a freedom of thought, (which we account ſo 
friendly to truth on all other occaſions) in an 
impartial enquiry into the great ſubjects of Re- 
LIGION. This ſhyneſs of enquiry, as my au- 
thor obſerves, does not indeed extend indiffe- 
rently to all the parts of religion and morality; 
but it particularly diverts us from conſidering 
only ſuch points, in which it may be unſafe for 
us to own an opinion difterent from the received 
notions. Hence it is that many are fearful of 

| enquiry, 
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enquiry, and even willing to be deceived. They 
are too apt to be complying, paſſive and ſecure 

and to think all is right, if they can but ſpeak 
the /bibboleth of ſome favourite or prevailing 

party where their lot is caſt, 

It is eaſy to apply this to the ſubject in hand, 

it being well Known, how thoſe terms and epi- 
ö thets beforementioned, ſuch as coequal, coeſ. 
ſential, conſubſtantial, &c. have been uſed by 
many writers and creed- makers, and ſtrenuouſly 
adopted by multitudes who are apt to run away 
with ſounds, to which they have been early and 
long habituated, as if they carried ſome vene- 
rable and awful meaning in them. But J ſhall 
only remark, that theſe, and ſuch like meta- 

phy/ical words and phraſes, can never be uſed 
with any propriety, and mult be abſolutely void 
of all ſenſe and meaning, when they are applied 
to Jeſus Chriſt, who is ſo far from being equal 
with God, that he is only to be conſidered in 
his true ſcriptural and higheſt character, as the 
Sen of God, the /zed of the woman, and the 

| 85 one 

* Some have concluded from the famous prophecy of 
Daniel, chap, vii. that he was in a peculiar and empha- 
tical ſenſe the sox oF MAN. And it is certain, this 
was one, amongſt many other characters and titles, under 
which he was ſpoken of before hand; and this was the 
phraſe he himſelf more uſually adopted : but he was ra- 


ther eminently ann the foe of the WOMAN, becauſe he 
had 
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one mediator of God's appointment. And 
therefore, whilſt we reverence the Son, as God's 
meſſenger and ſervant, we ſhould learn to pay 
all due honour to the Father who ſent him, aſ- 
cribing to him alone all thoſe incommunicable 
attributes and perfections which are his peculiar 
and ſole prerogative. 

Thus I have endeayoured, under two prin- 
cipal heads, to ſet the ſtrength and force of the 
preſent argument, in its true light. We ſee, 
that the natural and obvious deductions of rea- 
ſon do perfectly accord with what, (I apprehend 
at leaſt) to be the true and genuine doctrine of 
the New Teſtament. But the commonly re- 
ceived notion of our Saviour's coequality, &c. 
is repugnant to reaſon and ſcripture both, It 
conveys to the mind the moſt abſurd and incon- 
ſiſtent ideas ; it is inexplicable and unintelligible, 
as well as unſcriptural. Or, in other words, 
the terms and epithets which have been uſually 
applied to Jeſus Chriſt, are ſuch as claſh with 
the firſt principles of reaſon, and with all our 
juſt notions of Deity. They muſt therefore be 
highly improper and very wrongly applied, 
when they have neither ſcripture nor reaſon to 
had no earthly Father: for which reaſon he ſeems not to 


have been ſo much the /on of man as other men are, tho» 
he was truly a men, and the mo? excellent of all men. Of 


this ſee more fully and at large, the true doctrine of ts 


New Teſtament, ad edit, p. 171, note p. 7 
COun- 
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countenance ſuch an application and uſe of them. 
In a word, this doctrine of our Saviour's coe- 
quality with God can never be maintained or 
ſupported upon any bypothefis : for, whatever : 
notions men may have of his particular. nature 
and eſſence, of his rue and proper humanity, or 
of his eternal and prior ſlate of exiſtence, they 
can never be reconciled to what reaſon and 
ſcripture - have plainly taught us on this head. 
The ſcriptures are ſuppoſed, at leaſt, in all 
matters of acknowledged moment and import- 
ance, to be plain and intelligible, upon a level 
with the common capacities of men. — And, I 
imagine, they are ſo, in this caſe, as well as in 
others ; for nothing ſurely is neceſſary to be be- 
lieved, but what is clearly revealed; it being 
inconſiſtent with the wiſdom and goodnels of 

God, to make that neceſſary which he has not 
made plain, But what is neceſſary to all, muſt 
be level to the capacities of all, And nothing 
in religion but what is plain, nothing that is of 
doubtful diſputation, ſhould be ever adopted or 
impoſed by any, as an article of faith. ——The 
common people, indeed, may not be able to. 
reaſon like many philoſophers and divines; but 
they are certainly capable of judging between 
truth and error in every material point relative 
to the uſeful and the needful. 


And 
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And beſides,—all Chriſtians have an equa? 
intereſt and concern in the inſpired writings, 
which were deſigned for the uſe and benefit of 
all; aud every one of common capacity, by 
uſing the vouchſafed divine means of inſtruc- 
tion, may be able to ſatisfy his mind about any 
matter of real importance.—It is unworthy of 
God to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould require any thing 
as neceſſary to be known in order to ſalvation, 
but what is plain and intelligible to the meaneſt 
capacity ;—in other words, it is impoſſible to 
| reconcile it to the moral perfections of the 

Deity, that any truths eſen/ially neceſſary ſhould 
be involved in darkneſs and obſcurity ; or, 
(which amounts to the ſame thing) it by no 
means anſwers the deſign or character of a re- 
velation from heaven, that things of the great- 
eſt importance ſhould be clogged with the great - 
eſt difficulties. As ſuch a ſuppoſition is un- 
worthy of God, ſo it can be no way honoura- 
ble to the ſacred writings. The goſpel is not 
a mere ſpecutative ſcience. And whatever un- 
meaning jargon may have been fathered upon 
it in certain creeds and ſyſtems, it carries in it 
all the genuine marks of /mplicity and truth, 
and has a very plain and practical tendency. 

It was not the deſign of the goſpel to lead 
us into any abſtruſe theories about the metaphy- 
ſical nature and eſſence of God, and I know 

not 
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not what perſonalities or hypoſtaſes that are 
ſaid to ſubſiſt in him, and of which we find 
not one word in all the Bible.— All ſuch phraſes 
therefore as are doubtful or obſcure ſhould be 
carefully 'avoided. And eſpecially, as the great 
and good God has given us all the requiſite - 
means of knowledge in every thing that is 
needful or neceſſary to be known. It is highly 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Bible, which 
is the rule of faith, muſt in all ſuch things be fa 
plain, as to free the mind from all uneaſy and 
painful-ſuſpence. Otherwiſe it 18 no rule at all. 
A revelation that leaves the underſtanding in a 
dark and doubtful ſtate is no revelation to the 
honeſt, open, and ingenuous mind, which is 
ſincerely ſeeking and enquiring after truth, 
This 1s a contradiction to all the ſentiments and 
firſt principles of human nature, and can never 
be aſcribed to the moſt wiſe and benevolent of 
all beings. God is no hard maſter. He never 
requires impoſſibilities of us, as terms of ſalva- 
tion. In other words, he does not require us 
to beheve things that we cannot underſtand. Why 
then ſhould men require, or repreſent God as re- 
quiring it of us? And thus confound and puz- 
le the underſtandings of men? 
Jo this purpoſe, it has been well and truly 
obſerved, ** that all which God requires is, 
that men ſhould aſſent accordin g to evidence, 

make 
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make their faith a reaſonable ſervice, and be i Ins 
fluenced thereby to holineſs of temper and life,” 
Or, to expreſs this matter in the words of an 
ingenious writer, Morality is, without all doubt, 
the principal thing required in a ſtate of pro- 
bation.— This is level to all capacities. The 
ſcepter'd monarch and the. ruſtic peaſant may 
make an equal progrels in virtue, whereas a 
ſkill in the intricacies of ſpeculation and refined 
criticiſm, is the privilege only of a very few. — 
. And we ſhould further obſerve, that, as God 
is no hard maſter, requiring things impoſſible, 
ſo he is no reſpecter of perſons and parties. He 
is not the God merely of a particular church or 
Tet. He does not confine his bleſſings to a 
few favourites. All creatures partake of his 
bounty, though in different degrees. He loves 
an humble and honeſt heart in the eaſt and in 
the weſt, in the north and in the ſouth, He 
reſides in the temple of infinite ſpace, and lends 
an attentive ear to the devout prayers of all ” 
people, nations, and languages.—It ſhould ap- 
pear, in ſhort, from the ſcriptures, when taken 
in their molt plain and general terms, that the 
falvation of mens ſouls does not depend upon 
their believing the doctrine of the trinity, as 
fo and ſo expreſſed and particularized, in this 
or the ocher form of words; but upon the one 
great point of embracing the goſpel, and living 
con- 
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conformably to its rules and precepts. Repen- 
tance, faith and obedience are the eſſential con- 
ditions' of our acceptance with God. And to 
theſe the ſcriptures aſcribe a real importance, as 
being abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation.” _ | 
It is, I muſt own, very wonderful to me, if ; 
any neceſſary or fundamental article ſhould be 
expreſſed in ſo perplexed and obſcure a manner 
in the ſcriptures, as to leave room for that la- 
titude of ſentiment and expoſition, and for 
thoſe tireſome and 'endleſs diſputes, which in 
matters of doctrine have ſo long prevailed in 
the Chriſtian world. This ſeems to have been 
a conſiderable difficulty with ſome perſons of 
free and generous ſentiments, and has almoſt 
led them to conclude, that the preſent argument 
or ſubject is of a peculiar and excepted nature, 
and which it does not concern us to know, or 
to inveſtigate. For my part, I cannot but think 
and Judge otherwiſe, and that the ſcripture doc- 
trine in this article is no leſs plain, than it is 
important; all truth is immutable and eternal, 
the ſame in every age and place, though our 
apprehenſions about it, or our manner of ex- 
plaining it may be different. And therefore, 
though | am far from thinking that the ſalva- 
tion of men depends upon their having the 
moſt clear and exact notions in this particular 
Point, yet I cannot but think, that the honour 
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of Chriſtianity is very much concerned in a right. 
ſtating of it, and eſpecially, as the method and 
way of handling it, has proved in almoſt every 
age an unhappy ftumbling-block to unbeliev- 
ers.— And here the following queries cannot be 
thought impertinent, viz.—Whether that ftrong 
propenſity of mind which many have towards 
every thing that is myſterious, dark and incom- 
prehenſible, has not been very injurious to 
Chriſtianity, and greatly prevented the right 
underſtanding of it? Whether it does not- 
tend to lead or tempt thinking men to infidelity, 
when thoſe, who call themſelves Chriſtians, pros. 
feſs to believe what they don't underſtand, and 
will even contend for a faith which has no foun- 
dation, either in reaſon or ſcripture? - And 
whether thoſe can be free from all juſt blame 
and cenſure who, leaving the plain account of 
ſcripture, have introduced terms of their ow 
invention into a doctrine of pure revelation, and 
will plead for the uſe of ſuch terms as what are 
perfectly ſound and orthodox? It may, I confeſs, 
be ſomewhat hard to account for this';'-or to 
ſay, how far pride and vanity, or worldly and 
ambitious views may have induced many to 
corrupt the goſpel, and depart from the ſim- 
plicity that is in Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 3.—But we 
plainly ſee, as in other inſtances, fo, more par- 
ticularly in this, that the mind is not ſoon or. 

| eaſily 
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ealily emancipated, or ſet free from error and 
prejudices of long ſtanding, We muſt all be 
ſenſible more or leſs, that education, cuſtom, 
example, and private intereſt often bear great 
Iway: and influence in matters of religion; that 
they are too apt to fetter and enſlave the ming, 


and prove an obſtacle to all impartial, ſober, and 


free enquiry. And it is often found very diffi - 
cult, even for the learned, as well as the un- 
learned, to maſter and ſubdue early prepoſſeſ- 


fioris, and certain habits of inn wn 


have been long contrafted. 

Whether what has been ſaid on the profent 
ſubje& ſhall appear agreeable to the ſenſe of 
the Evangeliſts, and to the true doctrine of the 
New Teſtament, muſt be left to the judgment 
of every ingenuous and candid reader, I would 
not be thought dogmatical or aſſuming; and 
therefore ſhall only ſay, that what I have ad- 
vanced on this ſubject, appears to me to ap- 

proach neareſt to the fandard f truth. Moſt 
certain it is, that not every thing which has 
been taught for a Chriſtian doctrine is really and 
truly ſuch; many things having by degrees un- 
happily crept into the religion of Jeſus, which 
are entirely foreign to it; or rather, which are 
its worſt corruptions, and have in effect created 
in many minds unſurmountable prejudices, and 


even 4 rooted averſion to it. 
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There is, however, one concluſion or corol- 
lary of ſome moment, which, I think, may be 
fairly drawn from the preceding argument in 
both its parts. Namely; this may help us to 
diſcern, in ſome meaſure, what is the true and 
proper province, both of faith and reaſon. in 
matters of religion. We plainly ſee here, that 
there is no diſcord or variance, much leſs any 
- contrariety between them. Reaſon and revela- 
tion are not contradictory, or inconſiſtent with 
each other. — And, how much they jointly 
tend to enlighten and eſtabliſh the mind, to rec- 
- tify the judgment, and facilitate all our religi- 
* ous enquiries, is clearly ſeen in this, and in 
other inſtances. The light of revelation, and 
the light of reaſon, have both of them one and 
the ſame ſource, and are perfectly harmonious 
in their office, uſe, and tendency. They are fo 
nearly and "cloſely allied, that we can judge of 
revelation, only by the exerciſe and uſe of our 
reaſon. Hereby we are to prove and eſtimate 
the value of revelation, to judge of its truth 
and authenticity, and to examine its particular 
contents: for every doctrine of divine revela- 
tion is certainly founded in the higheſt reaſons 
and will ſtand the ſtricteſt teſt of an impartial 
and free enquiry. In a word, it is reaſon that 
points out, and clears up the connexion be- 
twixt natural and revealed religion. It is this 
ſhews 
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ſhews us, that all true religion is founded in the 
nature and will of God, and in the eternal and 
immutable difference of things, —that the works 
of God, and the word of God, in conjunction, 
are what afford the beſt leſſons of inſtruction, 
and furniſh out the moſt noble and ſublime ſub. 
jets of contemplation to a pious and well diſ- 
poſed mind. See this thought admirably illuſ- 
trated by the royal pſalmiſt in the nineteenth 
pſalm, as well as in other places of holy writ.— 
To which I may add, that this, in particular, 
will teach us to ſet the higheſt value upon the 


doctrines and morals of the GospeL,—or of that 


revelation from heaven which gives us the moſt 
deſirable aid and ſatisfaction in all our ſearches 
after truth and happineſs, — Every Chriſtian 
doctrine correſponds with the higheſt reaſon, and 
will therefore give the beſt relief to every honeſt 
and inquiſitive mind. And the ſame may be 
ſaid of the Chriſtian morals, viz. that, however 
clear and determinate they are by the light of 
nature, the goſpel enjoins no moral or ſocial 
duty upon us, but what is there ſet in a fairer 
and ſtronger light, eſtabliſhed upon a ſurer and 


better foundation, and enforced by peculiar 
ſanctions and motives, of the greateſt weight 


and efficacy. 
J would beg leave to repreſent this matter as 
follows. I conceive of it thus. The revelation 
E 3 which 
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which God has given us by his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1s the light of the Chriſtian, (and I 


think not improperly fo called ;) but reaſon is 


the light, the original light of man. — And 
eur own conſciences mult neceſſarily - upbraid 
and condemn us, if we depreciate the one, in 
order to exalt the other. We may ſurely have 
a very juſt and high value for revelation, with- 
out renouncing the uſe of reaſun. Nor can 
we indeed have a juſt notion, or make the pro- 
per uſe of either, but we muſt be thankful to 
God, the common fountain and donor of both, 

The union betwixt theſe two is ſacred and in- 
violable. They give mutual ſtrength, ſtabi- 
lity and ſupport to each other; — and they are, 
indeed, the only lid ground and bafis upon 
which all true religion ſtands. And, wherever 
a proper and due regard is had to both, it will 
throw the beſt light upon our religious enqui- 
ries, and diſpel that darkneſs and uncertainty, 


yeh ace pt to eee and As __O 


mind. 
The truth 18, char, if we ſink and under- 


value either of theſe lights, we abuſe the un- 
derſtanding which God hath given us, and act 
4 part very unworthy both of the nan and the 


Chriſtian. — If, on the one hand, we over-rate, 


or too highly extol the value and importance 
of reaſon in matters of religion, we ſhall be too 


apt 
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apt to run into ſcepticiſm and infidelity, —If, on 


the other hand, we advance the neceſſity and 


uſe of revelation, fo as to diſparage or ſuper/ede 
the exerciſe and uſe of reaſon, our religion, 
if we have any, will be apt to degenerate into 
ſuperſtition and enthuſi aſm. Mr. Locke has ob- 
ſerved, that, ** to the crying up of faith in op- 
poſition to reaſon, we way in a good meaſure 
aſcribe thoſe abſurdities, that fill almoſt all the 
religions, which poſſeſs and divide mankind.” 


See his eſſay an the human underſtanding, ch. 18. 


ſect. 11.— lt appears to me, that Chriſtianity is a 
religion entirely founded in ſober reaſon and full 
conviction; or, in ſuch a perſuaſion of the 
certainty and truth of facts, as is built on the 
credible and authentic teſtimony of God's holy 
and infallible word. For tho? a revelation which 
is ſupported and confirmed by miraculous evi- 
dence is the ſtandard of truth, yet it is by 
_ reaſon alone that we are to judge of any pre- 
terided revelation, as whether it comes from 


heaven, and does beſt accord with the moſt 


worthy, honourable, and exalted notions we 
have of the Deity. 


Upon the whole, what has been ſaid on the 


| preſent ſubject is chiefly, and more particularly 
addreſſed to the conſideration of thoſe myſtical 
religiofh who would make the 7ncredibility of a 
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doctrine the very ground of believing it“; 
and not only ſo, but an open ſolemn profeſſion 
of it indiſpen/ibly neceſſary to ſalvation. For 
every one knows, that the deciſion and ſentence. 
of the church, which ſtands yet unrepealed, 1s 
to this effect, that J muſt believe a certain creed 
or ſymbol ;boroughly, or elſe periſh everlaſtingly. 
| | Monſtrum 


* That this is a real fa# cannot be denied. Nor is it 
indeed much to be wondered at, if we conſider, that a 
fondneſs for myſtery, wherever it prevails, will ſo far con- 
troul, and even ſubvert the exerciſe and uſe of reaſon, 
that a man muſt reſign his underſtanding, if he would pre- 
ſerve and ſupport. the character of a /ound and orthodox 
believer. Thus was biſhop Beveridge led into a very pal- 
pable and egregious error, when he profeſſed to believe 
the 4thanafian doctrine for no other reaſon, “ but that it 
« was myſterious and incomprehenſible.” [ſee his treatiſe en- 
«© titled, private thoughts on religion, Article the third} 
4% J believe, ſays he, that, as there is one God, ſo this 
« God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. This, I con- 
« feſs, is a myſtery which I cannot poſſibly conceive, yet 
« jt is a truth which I can eaſily believe; yea, therefore it 
5 js ſo true, that I can eaſily believe it, becauſe it is ſo 
« high, that I cannot poſſibly conceive it.” —— This, 
ſays one, may poſſibly be excuſed, as a ſally of the good 
man's zeal ; but who can admire or commend his judg- 
ment for it? A perſon may pretend to believe what he can- 
not comprehend ; but it is impoſſible that a man's faith 
ſhould go beyond his underſtanding, And yet we ſee 
here, how far dewotion and rapture, ecſtaſy and zeal, may 
ſometimes get the better of rea/on ; even ſo as to miſlead 

aug 
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Monſtrum & borrendum nefas ! what a damnable 
as well as damnatory ſentence is this? Forbid it 
Chriſtian charity, and every principle of reli- 


gion, reaſon, juſtice, and humanity, forbid it. 


Yea, Gop forbid, that the anathema or ſentence 
of any fallible man, or body of men, who thus 
preſume to ſit in judgment on their fellow- 
creatures, ſhould ever paſs in the world, or in 
the church, for the counſel and decree of 
heaven, or of that righteous, merciful and good 
Being, who would have all men to be ſaved, 
upon the far more eaſy and equitable terms of 
the GospEI.— That, in fact, being the only in- 
fallible ſtandard and rule of faith which God 
has given us by his Son, the one Mediator, Laws- 
giver, and Judge, the Man Chuisr IJESus.— 
I would now leave it with every intelligent 
reader to judge, whether what has been ſaid 
on the preſent ſubje& is not agreeable to the 


and intoxicate very great and good men. —— To this 
ſame purpoſe, we meet with a carious paſſage of the like 


Kamp in one of the fathers, who writes thus, Crucifixus ' 


eſt Dei filius: non pudet, quia pudendum eſt, Et mor- 
tuus Dei filius: prorſus credibile eſt, quia ineptum eſt. 


Et ſepultus reſurrexit : certum eſt, quia impoſſibile et. [ Ter- ; 


tullian de carne Chriſti! —— What unmeaning jargon t 


What idle romance is this! But “ the ſublimer the myſ- 
tery, the greater is the Heroiſm of faith.“ See a very good 
diſſertation on the Atbanaſian Mem, by Dr, Harwood, 

Dull, I. | Sos 
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form of ſound words, or to the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, — that doctrine which is according to 
Godlineſs,-—2And may the God of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, give unto us, 
and all profeſſed Chriſtians, the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and revelation, in the knowledge of our reli- 
gion, and of- all the true and genuine doctrines. 
of it. To him be aſcribed ſupreme honour 
and glory,—as the one God and F ather of all, 
world — * 
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TAMENT concerning JESUS CHRIST con- 


ſidered, wherein the Miſrepreſentations that have 


been made of it, upon the Arian Hypotheſis, and 
upon all Trinitarian and Athanaſian Principles, are 
expoſed; and the Honour of our Saviour's divine 
Character and Miſſion is maintained, gs. ſewed. 

2. A ComMenT on ſome remarkable PAs8AGEs in 
CuRIST's PRAYER at the Cloſe of his public Mini- 
ſtry: being a Supplement to the True Doctrine of the 
New Teſtament, by the ſame Author, 28. ſewed. 

Printed for J. Johnſon, No. 72, St. Paul's Church 
Yard, 

Where may be had, 

3. An Es8ay on the FIRST PRINCIr LES of Go- 
VERNMENT, and on the Nature of POLITICAL, Cr- 
VII, and RELiGciovs LIBERTY, the ſecond Edition, 
much enlarged, 58. 

4. Ixs rITurESs of NATURAL and REVEALEn RE- 
LIG1ON, Vol. I. containing the Elements of Natural 
Religion; to which is prefixed, An Eſſay on the beſt 
Method of communicating religious Knowledge to the 
Members of Chriſtian Societies, 28. 6d. ſewed. 
Vol. II. cortaining the Evidences of the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian Revelations, 3s. ſewed.——Vol. III. The 
Doctrines of Revelation, 2s. 6d. ſewed. Preparing 
for the Preſs,. (June 1774) Vol. IV. containing a 
View of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity. 

5. A Free ADDREss to PROTESTANT DIsSENTERS, 


on the Subject of the Lord's Supper, the ſecond: Fill | 


tion, 1s. 
6. Additions to ditto, 15. 
7. A Free ADDREss to PROTESTANT D1s88ENTERS 
an giving the Lord's Supper to Children, 1s. 
8. CoNSIDERATIONs on DIFFERENCES of OPpI- 


NION among CHRISTIANS ; with a Letter to the Rev. 


Mr. Venn, in Anſwer to his Examination of the Ad- 
greſs to Proteſtant Riſers, Is. Gd. A 
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d. A CArzchisu for CHILDREN and Young 
Prxsons, the ſecond Edition, 3d. 

10. A SCRIPTURE CAT ECHIS, conſiſting of a Se- 
ries of Queſtions, with References to the Scriptures 
inſtead of Anſwers, 3d. 

11. A Serious ADDREss to MASTERS of FAMILIEs, 
with forms of Family Prayer, the ſecond Edition, 6d. 

12. A Vitw of the PRINcIrLES and ConDucT of 
the PROTESTAN T Drs8:NTERS, with reſpect to the 
Civil and Eccleſiaftical Conſtitution of England, the 
ſecond Edition, 1s. 6d. 

13. A Free ApDREss to PROTESTANT DISSEN= 
ERS, on the Subject of Cnuxch DiscieLing ; with 
a Preliminary Diſcourſe concerning the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, and the Corruption of it by falſe Notions 
of Religion, 28. bd. 

14. A Free ApDREss to PROTESTANT DISSEN=- 
TERS, as ſuch:+ By a Diſſenter. A new Edition, en- 
larged and corrected, Price 1s. 64.—An Allowance is 
made to thoſe who buy this Pamphlet to give away. 

15. An APPEAL to the ſerious and candid Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, on the following Subjects, viz. 1, The 
Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion. 2. 'The Power 
of Man to do the Will of God. 3. Original Sin, 
4. Election and Reprobation. 5. The Divinity of 
Chriſt, and 6, Atonement for Sin by the Death of 
Chriſt; the fourth Edition, id. 

16. A FAMILIAR ILLUSTRATION of certain Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture relating to the ſame Subjects, 4d. 
or 3s. 6d. per Doz. 

17. The TRTIUMH of Taurn; being an Account 
of the Trial of Mr. E. Elwall, for Hereſy and Blaſ- 
phemy, at Stafford Aſſizes, before Judge Denton, &c. 
the ſecond Edition, 1d. 

18. CoxsipERATIONS for the Uſe of YounG 
Men, and the PARENTS of YounG MEN, 2d. 

The above written by Joſeph Prieſtley, L. L. D. 
F. R. S. 

19. The TnEOLOOICAIL RePogrroRy ; conſiſting 
of original Ess AVS, HinTs, QUERIES, &c. calculated 
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to promote religious Knowledge, Publiſhed under the 
Direction of Dr. Prieſtley, 3 Vols. 8vo. 188. in boards. 

20. An ANSWER to the Rev. Mx. Jones's CaTHo- 
Lic DocTRINE of a TRINIT , wherein that Author's 
Arguments are refuted, and ſhewn neither to be con- 
ſiſtent with Reaſon nor Scripture, 38. ſewed. 

21. The Pre-exiſtence of JE sus CHRIST unſcrip- 
tural, 1s. 6d. 

22. 'The SCRIPTURE Docrane of ATONEMENT 
examined. By Dr. Taylor, 28. 

23. The DocrRIxE of ATONEMENT briefly con- 
ſidered. To which is added, Dr. Duchal's Letter to 
Dr. Taylor, on the lame, Subje. By W. Graham, 
M. A. 15. 6d. 

190 40. Roan Andr the only Condition of final Ac- 
ceptance. A Sermon. By W. Graham, M. A. 1s. 

25. An Ess Ax on the Jos rIcE of Gop. Price 6d. 

26. The Reciprocal Duties of a Chriſtian Mini- 
ſter and his Hearers. A Sermon preached; before the 
Society of Proteſtant Diſſenters, at Mill-Hill-Chapel 
in Leeds, May 30, 1773. By Wm. Wood, on Oc- 
caſion of his undertaking the Paſtoral Office among 
_ 6d. 

A Stor View of the Controverſies occaſioned 
byt the Confeſſional, and the Petition to Parliament 
for Relief in the Matter of Subſcription to the Litur 
and 'Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, 6d, 

28. LETTERS to the Rev. Dr. B. Dawſon, occals- 
oned by a late Pamphlet of his, entitled, Free 
Thoughts on the Subject of a farther Reformation of 
the Church of England; with Remarks,” By Phi= 
lalethes, rs. | 

29. The Methodiſts vindicated from the Aſperſions 
caſt upon them by the Rev. Mr. Haddon Smith. By 
Philalethes, 1s. 

30. FREE REMaARKs on a Sermon, entitled, The 
Requiſition of Subſcription to the Articles, &c. not in- 
conſiſtent with Coriltian Liberty, by the Rev. J. 
Palmer, 18. 
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BOOKS Printed for J. Jonusot. 
31. A LETTER to Dr. Balguy, in Anſwer” to his 


arge. By the Rev. J. Palmer, 8s. 
- 32. Two LET TERS to the Right Reverend Pre- 


. lates, whoa ſecond Time rejected the Diſſenters Bill, 2s; 


33. Two LeTTERs to the Committee for con- 
dudting the Diſſenters Petition. By the Rev. J . Toul- 
min, 28s. 

34. Loos HinTs on the Subject of Nenconſos⸗ 
mity in the Clergy of the Church of England, 1s. 

35. QuxRIESs recommended to the onfideration 
of the Public, with regard to the Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles, By the Author of the Appeal to the Common 
Senſe of all Chriſtian People, 18. 

36. The RATIONAL CHRISTIAx's 8 to 
the worthy receiving of the Lord's nn Pr. 48. or 


38. 6d. per dozen. 


7. A PRACTICAL Discounsr on the moral Uſes 
Obligations of the Inſtitution of Baptiſm ; de- 
agnes to aſſiſt a ſerious and Judicious Seen to it, 


6d, or 58. per dozen. 


38. An Attempt to inftrut YouTH in the Prin- 
ciples and Duties of Religion, by way of error 
and ANSWER, 6d. or 58. per dozen. 

39. DiscotRsEs on the PARABLES of our Bleſſed 
SAVIOUR, and on the Miracles of his Holy Goſpel: 


By Cha. Bulkley, 4 vols. 8vo. 20s. unbound. 


40. CATECHETICAL ExERCISES. By 18 ſame; 
38. ſewed. 

41. The Orconomr of the GosPer., By the 
fame. Quarto, 15s, ſewed. 

42. The AroLocy of TauroPriLUs Larpekv, 
M. A. for reſigning the Vicarage of Catteric, in 
Yorkſhire, 3d edition, 3s. - 

. A FAREWELL ADDREss to his Pariſhioners. 
my che ſame, Gd. 

A SERMON preached at the Opening of the 
Chabel in Eſſex- ſtreet, April 17, 1774. By the 
ſame, 3d. oral 6d, | 

45. The 


BOOKS Printed for ]. Jonxsox. 


45. The REForRMED LITURGY, upon the Plan 
of the late Dr. Samuel Clarke, for the Uſe. of the 
ſaid Chapel. By the ſame, 3s. ſewed. | | 

46. A LETTER to a LAYMAN, on the Subject ok 
the 1 eB Mr. Linpsty's Propoſal for a Reformed 


Engliſh Church, 88 the Plan of the late 15 i 
MUEL CLAYS, | 6d. 


| July 1, 1774. 
This Dey « are Publifted, ing Pi. OM CH Prics 
| 11. 75. in Boards, 5 


T ENGLISH PREACHER : Or, N on 
the moſt important Subjects of Religion and Mo- 
rality, ſelected, reviſed, and abridged from various 
Authors. 
By the Rev. W. ENFLELD, L. L. D. | 
* The principal Objects of this Publication are 
to movies for the Uſe of Families and ſerious Chriſ- 
tians, a larger and more unexceptienable Collection 
than any hitherto publiſhed, and to furniſn tha 
younger Clergy, in a ſmall Compaſs, with a Variety 
of elegant Models, and Styles of Pulpit Eloquence, 
for their Imitation in the Compoſition of Sermons: + 


* for J. Johnſon, No. 72, St. Paul's Church- 
yar 


N 8 may be had, by the Editor of the above 
Collection. 

1. The PREACHER's DIRECTORY, or a Series of 
Subjects proper for Public Diſcourſes, with Texts 
under each Head. To which is added a Supplement, 
containing ſele& Paſſages from the Apocrypha, Price 
6s. in Boards. 
| 2, Sermons for the Uſe of Families, 2 vols. the 

fourth Edition. Price 7s. bound. 
3. PRAYERS for the Uſe of Families, printed on a 
large Letter. Price 3s. bound. 

4. A Collection of Hymns for public Worſhip, 
deſigned as a Supplement to Dr. Watts's Pſalms, 15. 6d. 

5: Obſervations on LI RAY PROPERTY, 28. 
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ten People, relative to an important Point of F ah 
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